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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
In June my wife Tricia and I drove our 1910 Buick 
Model F on the 2022 National 1- and 2-Cylinder Tour 
through the beautiful valleys of Bedford County, 
Pennsylvania. Things were going along very nicely 
until I went back to the car after a morning coffee 
stop and found a puddle on the ground under the 
front end of the car. The smell was unmistakable—
gasoline!

As the song goes, “He had to get under, get out and 
get under…” and so down on my back I went. There  
I found the culprit, not a gusher but a very steady, 
deliberate drip from the front mounted gas tank.  
The leak was emanating from a slight crack in the 
solder joint of a tube leading to the carburetor.  
What was particularly frustrating was that the leak 
was before the gas shut off valve. I had no way of 
stopping the gas flow to the leak! In desperation,  
I got out my old faithful Gorilla tape and wrapped 
a substantial amount around the crack and sur-

rounding area, but the adhesive was no match for the gasoline. I had put ten gallons in the tank that 
morning so I had to find a solution soon.

As I lay there, contemplating what to do next, a man pulled up in a pickup truck and asked if I  
needed help. I answered that what I really needed was a repair shop…FAST!  The Good Samaritan 
said there was a body repair shop only a half-mile away down a side road and he could lead me to it.  
 I rolled the Buick away from the gas puddle, started it up, and away we went, drip and all.

We arrived at Price's Body Shop, and I parked off to one side on some gravel. I introduced myself  
to the owner, Todd, and explained my problem. He came out right away to take a look, went back  
inside and re-emerged with several five-gallon buckets and his father, Jerry. The tank was emptied 
into the buckets and the faulty plumbing removed for repair. These two gentlemen could not have 
been friendlier and spoke of their admiration of the car and their delight in seeing it out on tour.

Price's Body Shop is indeed a body repair facility, but Todd and his father are deep into auto racing 
and invited me inside their very substantial machine shop. As they re-soldered the cracked joint,  
I took in all the racing photos and posters on the walls and the race car that was in mid-repair  
resulting from a close encounter with a track wall. Next thing I knew, Todd was under “Beuford” (Buick 
with a Ford timer and carb). The parts were reassembled in short order and the three of us worked at 
refilling the tank with the saved fuel. When all was ready to go, we chatted for several minutes about 
their racing activities and our HCCA touring.

I asked to pay the bill and was told “absolutely no 
charge." I practically had to wrestle Todd to the ground 
(no small feat, given his stature) to get some cash in his 
hand. Even then, he insisted that I take half back and pay 
it forward to someone who needed help as I did.

What a fine pair of gentlemen and what talented  
mechanics these two are. It is so gratifying to meet  
people in the car community who are so kind and  
generous with their time and labor. Their smiles, as  
I started the engine and said our farewells, said it all.  
I hope the price was right for them. It certainly was  
for us.

Andy Wallace,
HCCA President Our saviors Todd and Jerry. (Photo by Andy 

Wallace)
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CALENDAR

Please check our website  
www.hcca.org for calendar  
updates and registration forms. 

September 17
Antique Autos in the Park
(non-club event)
San José, CA
Hosts: Peder Jorgensen and Allan Greenberg 
Email: www.scvmtfc.org

September 21-24
Red Flag Motor Tour
(non-club event)
Mount Pleasant, IA
Contact: George Chapman
Email: gachap@gmail.com
Website: www.redflagmotortour.com

October 4-7
AACA National Fall Meet 
Hershey, PA
HCCA Booth Red Field RWO 30
The HCCA Barbecue is at noon  
on Thursday. Note: AACA announced  
that the 2022 National Fall Meet is  
Monday-Friday.

October 8-10
Hershey Hangover XI
Morgantown, PA
Sponsors: Susquehanna Valley  
Regional Group and Snapper’s Brass & Gas 
Region AACA
Hosts: Jeff Lesher and John McAnlis,
610-639-1977 (Jeff)
Email: hersheyhangover@gmail.com 

October 23-26
The Four Chapter Rendezvous
Paso Robles, CA
Hosts: SoCal Regional Group
Contact: Steven Chase,
323-497-0601
Email: NewNorthSouth@gmail.com

Looking Forward to 2023
March 17-18
33rd Annual Chickasha Pre-War 
Swap Meet  
(non-club event)
Chickasha, OK
Host: Mike or Susie Ersland,  
405-224-9090

April 16-20
HCCA National Convention and Tour
Visalia, CA
Contact: Don Azevedo,
925-301-5315
Email: imnuts4fords@comcast.net
Alternate contact: Mike Reid,
780-464-6146
Email: mreid@wdcoauto,com

May 14-18
BBC Tour and Swap Meet
Swap Meet on May 14 starting at 8:00 am
Tour days May 15-18
Gettysburg, PA
Sponsor: Susquehanna Valley  
Regional Group
Hosts: Pat and Marcy Gamble,  
717-383-0360
Email: bbcinfo@mail.com

June 19-23
New England Brass and Gas Tour
Ludlow, VT
Sponsor: Autoneers
Contacts: Karen Tomko, 203-247-7906 or 
Jan Kendrick, 207-381-7938
Email: kmtomko13@gmail.com (Karen),
janfkendrick@gmail.com (Jan)

July 13-18
Celebration of Brass III
Show, Swap Meet, and HCCA Tour
Hickory Corners, MI
Sponsor: The Museum of the  
Horseless Carriage
Contact: Kevin Fleck,
269-830-6174
Email: kfleck@outlook.com
Website: www.museumofthehorselesscar-
riage.org/events

August 9-12
37th New London to New Brighton
Antique Car Run
(non-club event)
New London, MN
Contact: Bruce Van Sloun,
612-963-7586
Website: www.antiquecarrun.org

October 3-6
AACA National Fall Meet 
Hershey, PA
HCCA Booth Red Field RWO 30
The HCCA Barbecue is at noon  
on Thursday. 
 
Looking Forward to 2024

May 26-June 1, 2024
8th HCCA International Tour
Tweed Valley, Queensland, AUS
Hosts: Russell Holden and Michael Holding,
757-434-0056 (Russell - U.S.) 
Email: russell@oldworldlamps.net (Russell) 
mholding@netspace.net.au (Michael)

THE book on Speedsters:  
12 chapters, 12 car companies,  

12 famous owners. 304 pages,  
350 images, hardcover with  

dust jacket. Get your copy at:  
www.ClassicSpeedsters.com
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A WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS

Bruce and Wendy Tschida  
Dale and Joyce Winterton
Greg and Kiki Hahs
Julien Martha Pearl
Max Neary
Rob Hilarides
Jennifer and Harry Byl
Ken Wright
Robert and Jayne Jones 
Kevin and Laurie Ridge
Chris Wilson
Randolph and Kristen Waslien
Phillip and Denise Maurici
Robert and Annette Pierce
Russ and Mary Ellen Rodriguez
Matthew Pochbit
Neal and Debbie Porter
Joshua Rubin
 

Share the Adventure of Brass Era Touring Share the Adventure of Brass Era Touring 
with a friend, child, or grandchildwith a friend, child, or grandchild

Brass Era Cars + Touring = Fun
Help grow the HCCA. Sign up a new  
member today! New member  
promotion $19.15 * Enjoy the benefits 
of HCCA Membership: new friendships, 
regional and national events and tours, 
and six issues of the Horseless Carriage 
Gazette. Join now at hcca.org or call 
626-287-4222

*First time members only - Canadian members add $20 - All other foreign members add $30

Napa, CA
Riverside, CA
Upland, CA
Fairfax, CA
Sherman Oaks, CA
Visalia, CA
Los Gatos, CA
San Diego, CA
Newport Beach, CA
Sanger, CA
Mill Valley, CA
Durango, CO
Tampa, FL
Clearwater, FL
Itasca, IL
Versailles, KY
Lake Orion, MI
Traverse City, MI

Kelly and Joan Hasselback
Kent White
Charles Noyd
Arthur Condito
Charlie Stewart
David and Susan Duglin
Charles Powell
Raymond and Jacqueline Callan  
Stephen O'Brien
Brett Kay
David and Tina Anderson
Alan and Vicki Ingram
Marcus and Vivi Martin
Mike and Peggy Knodel
Kenneth and Aleesha Naylor
Gary and Virgie Finch
Jeffrey and Debbie Gibson
Stephen Edwards
Wayne Sheppard
 

Charlotte, MI
Wentzville, MO
Stromsburg, NE
Alamogordo, NM
Reno, NV
Clifton Park, NY
Wadsworth, OH
Norman, OK
Norman, OK
Osceola Mills, PA
Greer, SC
Cleveland, TN
Dallas, TX
Salt Lake City, UT
West Jordan, UT
Spokane, WA
Bellingham, WA
Albury, WA 
Belleville, WA 



6 The  Gazette                     September-October 2022

EDITOR’S NOTES
Whoooosh! Just like that summer flew into fall. Now, Hershey is right 
around the corner.

The Celebration of Brass II at the Gilmore Car Museum was a blast. The 
Gilmore is just a fantastic location for a car show and socializing with your 
fellow Brass Era friends. Bob Ladd and team organized a five-day event  
that was chock-full of activities. Where else were you going to see 13  
Thomas Flyers and listen to Jeff Mahl’s 1908 New York to Paris presentation 
in one weekend event? During the car show days, Brass Era cars drove 
around the campus giving rides to participants and car show visitors.  
I don't think there are bigger smiles than those motoring around the  
Gilmore Campus! During the Celebration’s tour days, it was nice to see 
children and grandchildren join in the fun. 

Dave Stevens’ clear tour directions and routes brought the group from the 
west side of Kalamazoo out towards Lake Michigan. The roads were mostly 
flat, and except for a little rain, the weather was darn near perfect too.  
Consider coming out next July! The upcoming Celebration of Brass II article 
and photos will be in the November-December Gazette.

Next up on most of our calendars is the 2022 Hershey Fall Meet (and for 
some the Hershey Hangover XI Tour). I am looking forward to another  
fantastic turnout for our HCCA BBQ on Thursday and seeing a bunch of 
Brass Era cars for the Friday car show.

Some of you know that Jeff and I are headed to London for the 2022 
London to Brighton Run. This will be the trip of a lifetime. Special thanks to Howard Hodson and John Biggs for helping a dream 
come true! I highly doubt I will sleep much leading up to the run. I might need a tranquilizer dart to help me get some “Zzzzs.” 
Besides seeing Veteran Era automobiles with names that I have never heard of, I am very excited at the prospect of meeting 
our "over the pond" club members. I can’t tell you how much I enjoy meeting the people that I have only corresponded with by 
phone and/or email.

Let’s get down to business. In this issue we have HCCA Board Nominee Biographies, HCCA National Board Ballot, and the  
announcement soliciting nominations for the Marian Welch Award. As you read this issue notice that there is a new point of  
contact for the Century Plaque program. Our son Augie Lesher volunteered to head the Century Plaque program established 
by the late Harold Sharon (until Augie heads off to college in two years). Carl Pate has done an outstanding job of carrying on 
Harold’s legacy.

Earlier this spring, I announced on Facebook that I needed an “ABC” article for the letter “T” and I received two articles. So for the 
September-October issue we have the bonus “T” article written by Ron Gardas Jr. Members are enjoying the series too! HCCA 
Member Gary Smith is ready to write the next “M” article about the H.A. Moyer Automobile Company from Syracuse, New York. 
(That will need to wait until the next ABC cycle.) I owe Bob Ladd thanks for suggesting the “ABC” series.

I have gotten in the habit of not staging each cover photo. Wade and Jeanne Smith’s 1911 Ford Model T on the July-August issue 
was pure luck. This cover with Jeff Kelly and his mother Joan Kelly was another example of being in the right place at the right 
time. Now it is a coincidence that the last two cover cars happen to be Fords. 

Thank you to all of this issue’s contributors! You helped to create another fantastic HCCA Gazette.

Merry Motoring-

Tracy

Channeling my inner Bertha Benz while riding in the  
Gilmore Car Museum's reproduction 1886 Benz  
Motorwagen with Jim Hart at the Gilmore Car Museum. 
(Photo by Jeff Lesher)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Hi Tracy,

We have at least three Cadillacs owned by Americans entering 
the 2022 London to Brighton Run this year and running on US  
registration plates (aka tags)–a 1903, belonging to Dave Ness of 
San Diego, California, and the Marne Family who are entering 
the two 1904 Model Bs (which live in the United Kingdom).
 
I am going to be collecting Dave Ness's 1903 Cadillac when  
it lands in the United Kingdom, and somehow squeeze it into 
my garage. I will probably travel in convoy with Dave on the 
actual run. The Marne family has done the event loads of times 
and know their way, blindfolded. One of my 'guests' in my car is 
from the Museum at Reno (formerly known as the Harrah Col-
lection), and his name is Brighton Dennison. He was conceived 
on one of the 1980s London to Brighton Runs, hence his name, 
when his parents owned a 1904 Model B Cadillac Surrey. His fa-
ther has passed away, but he is bringing his mum. This is his first 
visit to the UK and the first trip to London for his mum (since she  
competed in the run in the 1980s). 

The family is desperate to trace their 1904 Cadillac, in which 
they competed. I managed to work out the car and engine  
number (2825) etc., and when it was last sold at auction in 2010. 
We are hoping that, because the RAC and VCC are honouring 
the Cadillac's 120th anniversary, it might drag this car out, as  
we do not know who the current owner is (unseen since 2010). 
I would be grateful if people could ask around. It would make a 
great story!!

I think the 'missing' 1904 Model B (engine number 2825) is still 
in the United States, but despite my best efforts I can't locate 
the owner. The Selden plate which was fitted to this car, and 
was incorrect I hasten to add, recently turned up on another 
earlier Cadillac being sold by a classic car dealer. I contacted 
the seller, but unless I pay $150,000.00 for the car he is selling 
he won't give me any further information on how the Selden 
plate became attached to this 1903 Cadillac. See https://www.
jamesedition.com/cars/cadillac/model-a/1904-cadillac-model-a-
for-sale-10567660

So, I am wondering if HCCA members might know anything 
about this car or anyone else who might have an idea of its 
whereabouts.  It's probably a long shot, but no harm in trying.  

I can be contacted at okt42@btinternet.com. 

Best wishes,

Pete Wood
Chiselhurst, England

From the October 1906 issue of  Country Life in America.  
(Image courtesy of the Babel-hathitrust.org)
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CLUB COMMENTS
The pre-1916 car festival, the Celebration of Brass II, took 
 place July 14th and 15th at the Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory 
Corners, Michigan. It was two, fun-filled days of  viewing  
excitement, renewing awesome friendships, and making  
new ones. The entire event was another reason to celebrate 
our desire to have the Museum of the Horseless Carriage  
established; so that we never lose sight of our history with  
the automobile and our passion for driving our historic auto-
mobiles! The Celebration of Brass II was the highlight of my 
family's summer season.    
 
This year's celebration featured the presence of 13 Thomas 
Flyer automobiles. The car show display was fantastic and 
reminded viewers of the ostentatiousness and creative genius 
of those who went before us. These Brass Era vehicles are  
genuinely mechanical works of art. 

It is a joy to pass along our knowledge to others in the Brass 
Era hobby. In addition to the two-day car show, there were 
great opportunities for education and fun with the Friday car 
games, organized by the Paulsen family, and HCCA club  
members conducted seminars about the crank start, gas lights, 
and the steam car. The Friday evening presentation by Jeff 
Mahl, George Schuster's great-grandson, was a highlight of the 
two-day car show. George was the driver and mechanic of the 
1908 New York to Paris Race winning Thomas Flyer. 

I would be remiss if I didn't share the joys of this year's  
national tour in West Michigan that followed the car show.
Tourists traveled wine country with its bounteous produce and  
succulent grapes, drove through the Saugatuck area, boated 
down the Kalamazoo River and along the beautiful shores of 
Lake Michigan on an antique paddle boat, and enjoyed break-
ing for coffee and devouring those delicious donuts. These are 
memories that will last a lifetime and will bring us back year 
after year for more Celebrations of the Brass Car. The vision of 
the Museum of the Horseless Carriage committee is to share 
this love of touring with others.

The Museum of the 
Horseless Carriage 
Board of Directors  
sincerely hopes  
future generations 
will develop a love 
and appreciation  
for the Brass Era. 
Those are two  
reasons why we 
hope to establish 
the Museum  
of the Horseless  
Carriage at the 
Gilmore Car  
Museum, and we 
want to ensure that 
this period of histo-
ry will never be  
forgotten.

We do want to thank all of those (seen and unseen) who  
organized this year's events and tour. Thank you to those  
involved and those who help us to carry on this wonderful  
tradition.

We look forward to next year's Celebration III, where cars  
associated with the E.M.F. brand (Everitt, Flanders, Northern, 
and Studebaker) will be highlighted. Our hope is to bring 
together a diverse group of individuals and automobiles to the 
Gilmore Car Museum next summer. Please plan to join us and 
help to make the Museum of the Horseless Carriage a reality at 
the Gilmore Car Museum campus. 

Terry Cole,
HCCA Board Member

HCCA membership applications 
are always available on our  

club's website at: 
https://hcca.org/member-signup/
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REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS
All regional groups are encouraged to share recent  
activities/events and related images (JPEGs work best). 
Please submit by the next deadline—October 1.  
Email materials to editor@hcca.org or  
edsvrhcca@gmail.com

Autoneers Regional Group:
On Saturday, July 16th, in Barre, Massachusetts, the Autoneers 
Regional Group held a fun one day tour. Skip Carpenter, age 
91+, drove his daughter around in his 1910 Buick. Skip has 
done so much for the Autoneers and the Brass Era hobby in 
the New England area. 

Mike Landry helped organize the logistics of the tour, but  
the true leader of the day was Skip and he didn't miss a beat. 
The tour consisted of a 57-mile run that led us through rural 
farm lands to the Red Apple Farm, Hardwick Winery, and, of 
course, an ice-cream/beer stop at Stone Cow Brewery. Over a 
dozen cars all over 100 years old made the trip. It was a great 
day with fantastic weather and wonderful company!

Jill Chase,
Autoneers Regional Group

(Photos by Jill Chase)

Alan Miller's 1913 Cadillac at the brewery.

Jerry and Joyce Chase in their 1909 Pope-Hartford.

Left to right: Howard Lane, Jerry Chase, Bob Blanck, Joyce Chase, Skip 
Carpenter, and Skip's daughter Christine. Joyce Chase is admiring Richard and Ginny Cutler's 1914 Ford  

Model T.

 - Continued on the next page 
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Salinas Valley Regional Group:
On July 4th, Kent and Rosemary Weinstein drove our 1913 
Overland in the Spreckels, California, parade. Parade honoree 
Josie Walsh and her childhood friend Ann rode in our  
Overland. Walsh is the great-great-great-granddaughter of 
Claus Spreckels, founder of the town.

Claus Spreckels was the sugar baron of the Western United 
States since the late 1800s and built the world’s largest sugar 
beet refinery in his new town of Spreckels in 1898. The refinery 
continued producing sugar until 1982.

The town of Spreckels is now considered one of the most 
“original and complete historical industrial towns” in the  
United States.

Jim Riley,
Salinas Valley Regional Group Member

(Photo courtesy of Jim Riley)

Kent and Mary Weinstein with Spreckels Parade honoree Josie Walsh 
and her friend Ann sitting in the  backseat of the Riley's 1913 Overland.
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Mississippi Valley Brass Touring Club:
The Mississippi Valley Brass Touring Club had its second  
annual tour Sunday, July 10th. We held this “shake-down” tour 
prior to the Celebration of Brass II event at the Gilmore. Things 
did not go quite as planned. But plans had been made, and we 
proceeded. Participants were: Steven and Sherry Williams and 
daughter Sarah Smith, along with co-owner Carol Teaney with 
their 1911 Cadillac Model 30; Jim and Myrna Schild with their 
1909 Auburn Model G with Stephen Noll as driver; and Martin 
(Larry) Hassel with his Russian Ural motorcycle with sidecar. 
Larry’s friend Stephen Raja rode in the sidecar. Club member 
Laren Langguth joined us at the parking lot to see us off.

The group departed the Gravois Bluffs shopping center  
covered bridge. The Sandy Creek Covered Bridge was built in 
1872 to allow traffic from the Jefferson County Seat in  
Hillsboro to cross the creek on the way to St. Louis, Missouri.

When we departed, I led the way, followed by the Auburn, 
with the motorcycle hopping between the cars for photo 
opportunities. Jefferson County is rather hilly, and the  
two-cylinder Auburn struggled on the hills. I pulled over 
several times to allow them to catch up. At one such stop 
Larry pulled up next to me and said they had broken down. 
Fortunately, the car was not damaged. Then Larry’s bike began 
missing and backfiring. After Jim and Larry loaded the Auburn 
into the Schild's trailer, Larry nursed the bike home, dropping 
out of the tour.

The Schilds planned to join us for lunch at The Blue Owl, 
in Kimmswick. The Blue Owl is famous for their Levee High 
Caramel Pecan Apple Pie, and the place is always packed. We 
had reservations for 11:30 am. Club member Jeff Buckley met 
us for lunch. The Schilds and Stephen Noll arrived, with the 
Auburn in their trailer. 

Kimmswick is the port of call for the American Steamboat 
Company for the St. Louis metropolitan area. The American 
Countess docked at noon that day, so after lunch we drove 
down to see about a photo opportunity. Every steamboat  
that arrives in Kimmswick is greeted by the mayor and a bar-
bershop quartet. The Kimmswick police have the road to the 
docking area on the levee blocked to control traffic when a  
riverboat arrives. When I explained our plans, they let us 
through, after taking some photos of officers standing next to 
our car. As we drove up to the levee docking area, we angled 
for the right spot for a photo, when the mayor walked over. We 
had a good visit, and took many photos with various folks. 

After the photo session we drove to our house where we 
viewed 9 of our 12 brass cars and made plans for next year’s 
tour (In an area that isn't as hilly).

Steven G. Williams,
Mississippi Valley Brass Touring Club, President

(Photos courtesy of Steven G. Williams)

Left to right: Carol Teaney, Sarah Smith, and Sherry Williams beside 
their 1911 Cadillac Model 30.

Kimmswick Mayor Philip Stang in top hat and tails with Steven Williams 
and the American Countess in the background. The Mississippi River is 
low, else more of the riverboat (a sternwheeler) would be visible.

Jim Schild in the 
sidecar ready to 
retrieve his tow 
vehicle and trailer.
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IN MEMORIAM

Glenn Harold Slack passed away April 30, 2022, taking a piece of our hearts with him.  
He was a loving husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, and friend.

Even with all Glenn endured these last few years, he never lost his optimism, sense of humor, 
or the sparkle of mischief in his laughing blue eyes. He was an absolute light in his family, a 
shining example of what and how a person should strive to be, and an all around wonderful 
person. Glenn always showed love, strength, kindness, loyalty, support, and grace. He had an 
indomitable spirit, incredible work ethic, and fiercely loved his family and friends.

Born in Portland, Oregon, on June 18, 1933, Glenn later graduated from U.S. Grant High 
School. After graduation he joined the U.S. Navy where he proudly served on two aircraft  
carriers during the Korean War. Following college Glenn worked for the Port of Portland,  
retiring as the Superintendent of Maintenance of the Marine Terminals after 36 years.

With his wife Shirley, he was a world traveler, either flying or touring in their motor home. 
Glenn was an avid skier, a ski instructor, and on the Ski Patrol at Timberline. Many happy 
memories were made at their mountain cabin. He enjoyed many hobbies, including fishing, 

woodcarving, woodworking, and building anything and everything. Glenn was a handyman extraordinaire.

He enjoyed restoring and touring in his antique cars (1913 Ford Model T, 1915 Kissel Kar, and 1931 Model A), and in the company of  
fellow car club members. Glenn founded and was a longtime member of the HCCA Portland Regional Group. He also belonged to the 
Beaver Chapter of the Model A Club, and the Winnebago club.

Glenn leaves behind his wife Shirley; five children; 11 grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren; and numerous nieces, nephews, and  
cousins. He was predeceased by his parents and a sister. He lived a meaningful and productive life, and his absence will be felt by  
everyone who knew him.
               - Jim Zordich

William (Bill) Charles Dubats Jr., loving husband of 56 years, and father of three  
daughters, passed away on January 5, 2022, at the age of 78 due to numerous health 
problems worsened by a severe stroke near the end of August. Bill was born on July 

6, 1943, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to Bill and Ethel (Alft) Dubats. 

From an early age, he showed leadership, curiosity, and a strong work ethic as he led outdoor 
activities at his family’s summer camp and earned Eagle Scout standing. On April 19, 1965, Bill 
married his one and only true love Janet Nelson and they resettled in the Twin Cities metro 
area, where he worked at FMC Northern Ordnance Division for 28 years. 

Until the end, Bill had a passion for anything with a motor: snowmobiles, motorcycles,  
powered parachutes, and antique cars in his later years. Never faltering from his character, he 
told doctors shortly after his stroke of his plans to tinker with the mobil ity stair lift to get him 
up the stairs faster. Bill's drive and innovation led him to several successful business ventures 
and engineering patents. He received his undergraduate degree in Industrial Technology 
from Stout State University and his Master's in Business Administration from the University of 
Minnesota's Carlson School of Business. 

Full of enthusiasm, Bill loved hunting, music, traveling, and spending time at the family lake place. He was known for his sense of  
humor, generosity, and decades-long, civic-minded volunteerism. Bill is survived by his wife Jan, their three daughters Darlene, Dena, 
and Dawn, seven grandchildren, one great-grandchild, and five sib lings. 

            - Jan Dubats
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HCCA BOARD NOMINEES
Rusty Berg 

Greetings from scenic 
Southeastern Michigan. 
My name is Rusty Berg, 
and it is my distinct 
honor and pleasure 
to be considered as a 
candidate for a position 
on the HCCA Board of 
Directors.

I grew up in New Jersey, 
before settling in the 
Midwest 15 years ago, 
to begin my career as 
an engineer at General 
Motors. I enjoy the 

irony, that while I work on cutting-edge technology for automo-
biles, my passion centers on vehicles built prior to World War II 
especially focusing on the Pre-1916 Era. At a young age I saw the 
movie The Absent-Minded Professor with a Brass Era Flying Ford 
Model T, and I became hooked on the look and style of early cars. 
I purchased my first antique car in 2008 (1931 Chevrolet) and my 
first pre-1916 car (1914 Studebaker) in 2017.

I am a relative newcomer to the HCCA after becoming the care-
taker of my 1914 Studebaker touring car. I’ve found since joining 
HCCA the active membership has been invaluable through the 
kindness and assistance from others when it came to getting my 
cars running reliably. The focus on touring and enjoying cars has 
been fantastic, especially as my Studebaker is more of a driver 

than a show car. I’ve recently added to my collection with a 1906 
REO Model B one-cylinder, and I am looking forward to attending 
as many one- and two-cylinder tours as I can.

I try to help others where and when I can. I’ve volunteered at the 
R.E. Olds Transportation Museum in Lansing, Michigan, where I 
was part of the team entrusted to get the Baby REO running for 
its debut at the Celebration of Brass I in 2021. I have helped get 
some of the other display cars at the museum running and  
driving for various events. I also assist friends with the  
maintenance of their vehicles.

I do my best to share my love and passion for the early automo-
biles and their history with everyone. My Studebaker has been 
a regular at many local events, including the Old Car Festival at 
Greenfield Village and the Celebration of Brass at the Gilmore. At 
all the events, I welcome folks to the car, share details and answer 
questions, and give rides if possible. And if a child shows interest, 
I’ll ask them to sit in the car and honk the horn hoping to get 
them hooked early!

If elected to the board, I hope to bring a younger professional’s 
perspective to the hobby and encourage new generations to get 
involved with our favorite pre-1916 automobiles, while keeping 
focus on all that has made this club great, specifically the camara-
derie that comes from driving, touring, working on, and enjoying 
Brass Era cars!

Thanks for your consideration, and I hope to see you down the 
road sometime!

 - Continued on the next page 

Danny Case

Hello brass motorcar 
enthusiasts. I have been 
involved with antique 
automobiles as early as 
I can remember. From 
being in the rumble seat 
of a 1931 Model A Ford 
Roadster heading out for 
breakfast with my family 
and a group of antique 
Fords, to being in the  
garage with my Dad 
sanding rusty parts. 
(Now I know why I got 
that job and I did the 
same with my own kids!) 

I always loved going to the car shows and participating in the car 
games. Remember those? I often saw the friendships between 
Brass Era car enthusiasts which still exists today. I don’t think I 
have ever met antique car folks I didn’t like!!

My first initiation into Brass Era cars was the purchase of a CASE 
speedster project that had very few parts left and the engine 
was in a box. I bought the carcass and the adventure began! My 

first call was to a HCCA member that lived close to me and he 
invited me to come down to his place for a visit. He was always 
willing to help and supported my new endeavor. The seven-year 
restoration was an experience like no other. I have fond memories 
of the CASE as a running a chassis with wood boxes as seats (on 
Florida Regional Group HCCA tours).

My career as an engineer for a military aircraft company has 
helped tremendously in my ability to think “out of the box” on 
how to make broken things new or worn out parts better.
I joined the HCCA and the Florida Regional Group in 1998 
and have been a member ever since. My wife Susan and I
participate in every tour we can that does not interfere with other 
family events. I was elected President of the Florida Regional 
Group and served two years back in the early 2000s. We saw 
growth in membership as I tried to get the word out regarding 
this fantastic hobby that to me, has no equal! Susan and I have 
also hosted many tours for the region over the years. I am  
currently elected to serve as the Florida Regional Group  
President again starting in 2023!     

I would love the opportunity to serve on the HCCA Board.  
I believe that we can make this club even better for the  
generations that are to come. Keep the brass shining!  
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Jon Rising

Together 
with my two 
brothers we 
were exposed 
to the antique 
car hobby as 
kids. Dad had 
a 1923 Ford 
Model T that 
he drove in 
college and 
later a 1931 
Ford Model A 
pickup. A 1905 
Cadillac joined 
the collection; 
and we’d ride 
in parades and 
attend local 

car shows.

We occasionally were able to drive the Ford Model A to high 
school, as well as to the beach (and even on a few dates). Dad 
convinced two of us to drive with him in the Model A pickup 
from Massachusetts to Dearborn, Michigan, for Ford’s 75th 
Anniversary.

It was in the early 2000s when I was on the Brass & Gas Tour in 
New England that I realized I needed a Brass Era car to enjoy 
the hobby to the fullest. I purchased a 1909 Buick Model 10 
with a broken rear end, put it together, (with some help), and 
drove it on a few tours. I now own a 1911 Cadillac Model 30 
as well as a 1910 Ford Model T Touring. A couple of summers 
ago, we (brother, two nephews, Dad, and I), drove from  
California to Virginia in the 1910 Ford, along with my brother’s 
1911 Ford.

Due to the scarcity of some needed parts, and to assist  
others in the hobby, I have undertaken several projects to 
recreate those parts, including Cadillac water jackets and 
Magneto drive gears. I have helped run week-long tours in 
Massachusetts, Vermont, and Florida, and try to participate in 
as many local tours as possible.

I am running for a second term on the HCCA Board because 
I understand the hobby and its participants, and also recog-
nize the importance of sharing it with newcomers and  
novices. I would like to help take the HCCA into the next  
decade and beyond.

Jeff Chattin

I am a third  
generation  
Brass Era auto 
enthusiast. My 
grandfather 
introduced me to 
horseless carriages  
as soon as I could 
walk to the shop.  
I spent many 
hours around  
and under cars, 
reading the HCCA 
Gazettes, touring 
and showing, and  
dreaming of own-
ing a large brass 
car some day.

Locally born and raised, I live in Canton, Georgia, with my wife, 
Angie where I built a career in commercial real estate. Along 
with Angie, a retired CarMax executive, and our son Alex, chief 
of technology and all things next generation, we also own JC 
Picture Cars, LLC, renting antique automobiles to the movie 

industry. Together, we’ve taught countless people to drive 
vintage vehicles from Model Ts to 3-on-the-tree to 4-on-the-
floor automobiles.

The HCCA has always been a great conduit in bringing fellow 
enthusiasts together, and most importantly, getting these 
cars on the road. A favorite of ours is touring the backroads, 
meeting strangers who just want to know more as well as 
fellow enthusiasts at random stops along the way. It never 
ceases to amaze me at how many people can track us down in 
a coffee shop or restaurant.

Connecting is a true passion of mine–whether it be a needed 
part to a car, a car to a new owner, or just people with others 
sharing an interest in a make/model. I have been engaged in 
the hobby for almost 50 years, I am grateful to all those who 
have poured knowledge and passion for the hobby into our  
generation, and it would be an honor and pleasure to serve 
on the HCCA Board, working together to extend the hobby 
into the next generations.
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Jim Skillicorn 

The Horseless 
Carriage Club 
of America has 
become a very 
important part 
of my family’s 
and my life. 
As a current 
HCCA National 
Board mem-
ber, I have had 
the wonderful 
opportunity to 
travel through-
out this great 
country of 
ours, meeting 
new friends, 
experiencing 

exciting places and attending national tours. While all along,  
promoting the club by reaching out to as many regional 
groups as possible to assist with the coordination and  
communication of regional club tours and events.

My background includes 33 years in law enforcement  
with the Santa Cruz County Sheriff’s Office in Santa Cruz,  
California, where I retired as a Sheriff’s Lieutenant in 2015. Of 

all the assignments and specialty teams involvement, one of 
my greatest accomplishments was starting the department’s 
first Problem Oriented Policing Teams and leading the Sheriff’s 
Community Policing Division. These efforts were focused on 
meeting with community members to identify what they felt 
were the most important needs in their specific communities, 
and working together to resolve the issues. This same focus  
applies to understanding and assisting HCCA Regional 
Groups.

As a member of the HCCA Salinas Valley Regional Group, great 
emphasis has been placed on recruitment, membership  
retention, public relations through attending community 
events, coordination with neighboring regional groups, and  
maintaining the Salinas Valley Regional Group's 501c3.

I was so honored to be nominated and then appointed to  
the Board of Directors for the Horseless Carriage Club of 
America. I have done my best to carry on honorably in the 
footsteps laid before me. On the HCCA Board of Directors, I am 
currently the Chairperson for Regional Groups and Registries, 
and responsible for overseeing Membership Development,  
Regional Group Publications, Regional Group Communica-
tions, and the Awards program. I am dedicated to this national 
organization and will continue to serve the entire HCCA  
organization to the best of my ability.

• Recognizes any and all vehicles that are 100 years old …  
 (Cars, Trucks, Planes, Trains, Motorcycles, Bikes, Wagons, etc.),  
 even vehicles manufactured after 1915.
• Honors a request by any one for any vehicle.
• Preserves and acknowledges the efforts of the past and present owners.
• Encourages the preservation of stories about how a vehicle was found,  
 survived, saved, and what it experienced in its life.

Consider registering your 
100 year-old vehicle.

Request a plaque today!

To request a plaque, visit  
www.hcca.org and go to the  
drop down menu at the top right-hand 
corner and under “Who We Are”  
click on “Century Plaque Program”  
for simple instructions.

Any questions contact Augie Lesher 
via email at centuryplaque@gmail.com

The Century Plaque Program …
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The Evolution  The Evolution  
of the of the 
Automobile Tire  Automobile Tire  
in the Brass Era in the Brass Era 
By David O. Lyon  

The oldest  
evidence of a 
wheel was for 
pottery, found in 
Mesopotamia, now 
modern-day Iraq, 
circa 3500 BCE. 
However, that  
solid-wood 
concept was not 
adapted for a 
wheeled vehicle 
until some 300 
years later and is 
believed to have 
evolved into a 
spoked wheel by 
circa 2000 BCE.  
The spoked wheel 
construction 
with steel tread 
plates on the 
replica of the 1771 
steam-powered 

Cugnot serves as an illustration of the wheel's evolution. 

The spoke construction was repeated in a lighter style for 
the 1803 Trevithick. It is the first of a series of steam-powered 
road locomotives such as the Enterprise which lumbered over 
the roads in England until the restrictions imposed by the  
Locomotives on Highways Act of 1865 brought that traffic to a 
halt. The evolution from the hard surface tread to the air-filled 
tire followed after numerous inventions pertaining to the 
treatment of rubber and the growth of consumer demand. 

Robert Thomson patented a leather-covered pneumatic tire 
on December 10, 1845, and replicas of his invention are in the 
collection of the Science Museum in London. One example is 
laced together, and the other is held together with rivets.  

The patent 
described the 
tire as an "elastic 
belt for carriage 
wheels and other 
rolling bodies."
The general 
public found 
little value in 
the idea, and 
ignored it. 
Thomson  
patented the idea, but he did not pursue it. Some 23 years 
later he is credited with inventing the first heavy-duty solid 
rubber tire, for which he filed a patent in 1867. 

Several inventions followed Thomson’s failed attempt and 
those ensuing developments provided the foundation and 
the consumer demand for the evolution of the pneumatic tire. 
In 1836 Edwin Caffee invented the “Callender-machine," which 
made possible the application of rubber to fabric without 
solvents and the production of sheet rubber with a uniform 
thickness. In 1839 vulcanization was invented almost simulta-
neously by Charles Goodyear in the United States and Thomas 
Hancock in England. That process used heat and sulfur to 
stabilize the gummy and gooey properties of rubber to create 
a stable product, which in turn made the manufacture of 
rubber tires possible. Although Hancock filed his patent seven 
months prior to the June 1844 Goodyear patent, Goodyear is 
typically credited with the invention. 

Kirkpatrick MacMillan invented the first wooden bicycle 
with pedals on the front wheel in 1839. It was a substantial 
improvement over the “hobby horse,” a wooden bicycle that 
was operated by the rider pushing along by foot in scooter 
fashion. 

Thomas Hancock manufactured the first solid rubber bicycle 
tire in 1846 and that rubber tire and the MacMillan pedal drive

The reproduction first pneumatic tire invented  
by Robert Thomson is at the Science Museum in  
London. (Image courtesy of the Science Museum 
Group.)

The wood-spoked wheel on the 1771 Cugnot 
reproduction illustrates an early vehicle wheel.   
(Photo courtesy of the Tampa Bay Auto  
Museum)
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popularized the 
bicycle. In 1871 
James Starley 
invented the 
Ariel bicycle 
with its  
48-inch front 
wheel and  
the graceful  
ordinary  
bicycle with its  
60-inch front 
wheel soon 
followed. The 
large wheel 
on these bikes 
provided the 
mechanical 
advantage for 
speed. The 
Pope Compa-
ny began the 
manufacture of 
the Columbia 
ordinary in 
1878. 

Hans Renold of Manchester invented a roller chain which 
created the necessary mechanical advantage for a small wheel 
bicycle and made possible the evolution of the modern style 
safety bicycle by John Kemp Starley in 1885. The word  
“safety” was used because the 20 to 30-inch wheels meant 
bicyclists were no longer riding perilously on an ordinary bike 
seat high above the road. An upsurge in cycling followed, and 
Britain alone boasted of 220 clubs at the time which led to the 
demand for improved tires. 

Jon Dunlap introduced the first practical air-filled bicycle tire 
in 1888. He lived in Ireland, some 60 miles from Thomson 
who lived in England, but he did not discover Thomson’s 
1845 achievement until 1890 when he attempted to patent 
his pneumatic tire. Essentially, Dunlap reinvented Thomson’s 
leather clad tire using newly devised techniques in rubber 
processing. Dunlap enclosed a rubber tube in canvas and then 
overlaid that combination with a rubber tread. A year later his 
tire made bicycle racing history. 

In 1889 William Hume entered a race pitting his low-slung 
safety bicycle with its air-filled tires against the very stylish 
ordinary bike with its 45-60-inch hard rubber tire wheel. The 
spectators that day were skeptical, but Hume quickly  
outpaced the ordinary bikes and won the race handily. 
Interest in the new style bicycle soared and bicycle racers 
clamored for air-filled tires. The safety bike grew in popularity, 
and during the 1890s, the ordinary bike was discarded, often 
left leaning against a street lamp by the owner to be claimed 
by any passerby. In 1896 Vanity Fair reported: “The Bicyclist is 
still a growing quantity . . . .and this growth of cycling is due to 
women.” Interestingly, a trotter horse won a race by three  

seconds in Terre Haute, Indiana, in 1892, and much of the 
credit was given to the pneumatic tires that the jockey had 
mounted on the sulky. 

These tales of bicycle and horse races are almost trivial  
events in tire history and seem unrelated to the advent of 
the horseless carriage, but these competitions were pivotal 
in changing public perception. And that public perception 
fueled the growing demand for the horseless carriage and the 
pneumatic tire.  

Edouard Michelin mounted pneumatic tires on a L’Eclair car 
which his brother André drove in the Paris–Bordeaux–Paris 
Trail Race in June 1895. The tire proved troublesome, and  
Michelin did not finish within the time limit. But the L’ Eclair 
was one of the 10 autos that did finish out of the 23 entrants. 
One winning participant, however, predicted that pneumatic 
tires “would never be of use on cars.”  The Duryea with its high-
wheel and hard surface tires won the Chicago Times-Herald 
Race, November 28, 1895. A year later, on November 14, 1896, 
the Duryea participated in the British Emancipation Run,  
celebrating the end of the British Locomotives on Highways 
Act. The Duryea finished some 45 minutes ahead of  
the others.  

 - Continued on the next page 

Two early pedal bikes; the wooden Velocipede  
circa 1870 with wood wheels and the ordinary 
bike circa1888 with solid rubber tires  and 60" wire 
wheels. (Image courtesy of  David O. Lyon)

A Michelin tire advertisement featuring the 1895 L’Eclair, the first car to 
race on pneumatic tires. (Image by Michelin)
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Alexander Winton fitted at least one of his two 1896  
experimental cars with pneumatic tires, the first American  
automobile manufacturer to do so. Henry Ford attempted 
to use pneumatic bicycle tires on his 1896 Quadricycle, but 
found the 400-pound car too heavy. Pneumatics were expen-
sive, and he decided to mount one bike tire on the rim and 
then mount another tire over it by cutting along the inner  
circumference of that second tire. Essentially, the first tire 
served as a tube. The second outside tire was laced shut with 
heavy twine. Those tires were removed from the Quadricycle 
in 1953, but one example of Henry’s cost saving invention 
remains in the collection at the Henry Ford Museum. These 
examples may seem trivial, but each was another step in the 
ensuing progress of the pneumatic automobile tire. 

The Dougherty curing press 
was invented in 1896. It held  
the rubber inside a mold 
which then received a thrust 
of air expanding the rubber 
into the mold leaving impres-
sions on the tread as well as 
desired markings on the  
sidewall. The C. J. Baily  
Company used such a mold 
to patent a pneumatic  
button-tread tire in 1897. 
The Baily style button-tread 
tires were mounted on the 
1906 Locomobile that won 
the 1908 Vanderbilt Cup Race 
and on the 1907 Thomas that 
won the 1908 New York to 
Paris Race. The tires on both 
cars were white. The image 
of a Goodrich button tread 
tire is dated 1910 and is from 
the Detroit Public Library 
collection. A temporary Baily 

type tread, believed to be identified as a Sylvan or Woodworth 
cover, used a leather tire sleeve with metal buttons and was 
found in an undated period photograph of a 1904 Cadillac. 
Part of a similar leather cover was found at a swap meet, and 
it duplicates the leather sleeve on that 1904 Cadillac. Inter-
estingly, the ultimate studded tire was available in 1910 on 
an Avery truck. The wheels were wood, and the tread was 
comprised of wood dowels pressed into the wheel. Firestone 
also developed a nonskid tire between 1904 and 1908, which 
featured raised letters on the tread surface that spelled NON 
SKID.

Most tires manufactured from 1896 to 1916 were white. 
Reportedly, untreated rubber is typically milky white and then 
manufacturers used a white zinc oxide in the vulcanizing  
process which enhanced the all-white finish. The use of  
carbon black as a reinforcing agent for rubber was discovered 
in 1904 by S. C. Mote. Historians contend that the demand for 
such reinforced rubber at the time was minimal, and Mote’s 
discovery was simply ignored. Tires with the carbon black  
additive were advertised in a 1906 issue of McClure’s magazine 
by Goodyear along with their comparison of a clincher and 
detachable rim. 

Rubber industry historians contend that all-white tires provide 
service for about 5,000 miles, while black tires retain their  
usefulness for 10 times longer. They also argued that the  
general public preferred white tires because consumers  
were not convinced that black tires were superior to white 
tires. Period photographs of the 158 cars that raced at the 
Indianapolis 500 from 1911 through 1916 reveal only five  
cars with black tires near the end of that racing era. Period 
photographs also testify to the continued use of the all-white 
tire well after 1915 and is verified by two photos which are  
not shown, a Ford Model T military vehicle, circa 1918, and  
two well-driven Franklin Series 10 automobiles circa 1924.  
Michelin advertisements in 1926 for all-white tires conclude 
the argument. 

Henry Ford’s 1896 Quadricycle with all-white pneumatic tires.  
(Image courtesy of  David O. Lyon)

The Baily type treaded tire. (Photo 
courtesy of Detroit Public Library)

A 1906 Goodyear advertisement for a black tire also compares the  
clincher and the detachable tire rim. (Image courtesy of  David O. Lyon)
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Even though the technology existed, the white sidewall tire 
with a black tread was unavailable until after 1916, and some 
sources contend that it was not introduced until 1918. 

Consumers did not shy away from colorful combinations 
for tires, as advertised by Fisk and by Firestone. A Firestone 
advertisement from 1912 combines three elements of the 
period. The tire is white with a gray sidewall, the tread is the 
“NON SKID” lettered type, and the advertisement boasts of the 
quick detachable clincher that could be changed in less than 
60 seconds. The advertisement uses bright colors and offers 
some social interest using the word “Which.” The word poses 
the question, “Which choice will the driver make when  
inviting a young lady to ride with him?” 

The Fisk Tire company introduced a red treaded tire in 1915 
and the 1917 advertisement (not shown) promotes that Fisk 
tire as part of a grand evening “out on the town.” The 1917 
Firestone advertisement used a black tread with a red sidewall 
and placed a young woman in the ad at a country club. The 
final 1919 Fisk advertisement uses a black tire with a white 
sidewall and features a brief interlude apparently after a foot-

ball game. All three imply 
that an enjoyable life can 
be had if your car is fitted 
with these special tires.

In summary the pottery 
wheel dates from 3500 
BCE, and its use on a 
wheeled-vehicle occurred 
some 300 years later. 
The first air-filled tire was 
invented some 5,000 years 
later, but no one paid much 
attention to it. The pneu-
matic tire was reinvented 
in 1888, and a bike race, a 
horse race and a car race 
provided convincing  
evidence of its value. 
Initially, white zinc oxide 
was used to treat rubber, 
and tires were white, but 
carbon black, a stronger  
reinforcing agent for 
rubber was discovered 
in 1904. Black tires were 
offered in 1906, however, 
consumers were reluctant 
and the white tire was the  
tire of choice into the  
mid-1920s. The introduc-
tion of colorful treads and 
the white sidewall tire after 
1916 helped to strengthen 
the public’s confidence in 
black rubber and eased the 
transition away from the  
all-white tire. 

Top to bottom: A Fisk tire ad 
dated 1917 illustrates the 
colorful combination of the  
red tire tread with a white 
sidewall. A 1917 Firestone tire 
advertisement illustrates a 
black tread with a red sidewall 
combination. (Above images 
courtesy of David O. Lyon) And 
a Fisk tire advertisement dated 
1919 illustrates the introduction 
of the white sidewall tire  
sometime after 1916. (Image 
courtesy of Barcelona  
University) 

A 1912 Firestone advertisement for NON SKID white tires and a gray 
sidewall presents a paradox; which young woman will he choose. 
(Image courtesy of  David O. Lyon)
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Part One: The Trials and Tribulations 
of Removing a DELCO Starter/ 
Generator From a Brass Era  
Oldsmobile 

By Ray Prisk

Recently I had a change of heart concerning antique  
automobiles. For over four decades, I avoided purchasing  
cars with front doors, electric starters, windshields, and tops.  
I was quite happy driving my open-front, hand-cranked, windy 
automobiles while experiencing sunburn or rain on tour after 
tour. However, my view 
of old cars began to 
evolve. Starting a few 
years ago, I realized that 
my age was creeping up 
on me, and if I wanted to 
continue HCCA touring, 
some future aches and 
pains might prevent 
me from cranking my 
car, or at least make it 
somewhat painful. So, 
I expanded my view of 
the antique automobile 
universe.

I realized that cars with 
electric starters did have 
a lot of merit and style. 
Obviously, my earlier 
view of old cars was 
much too restricted, but 
by planning ahead, 
I discovered my mistake in time. So, the search for a self-start-
ing antique car was on.

After logging on to the HCCA website, I found a very nice 1914 
Oldsmobile not too far from home. It happened to be the 
Model 42, a 4-cylinder touring car on a 110-inch wheelbase. 
As an older restoration, it had a history of touring and was a 
good-looking machine, with its black hood, cowl and  
fenders complimented by its red body. A gentleman in  

Vermont owned it; I went to see it in early November last year 
and brought it home the day after Thanksgiving.

The early November visit didn't go exactly as I had expected 
since the cold weather in Vermont wreaked havoc with the 

carburetor. Plus, the 
starter didn’t work as well 
as it should have, but I 
was impressed enough 
to buy it. Then my learn-
ing curve began.

My Oldsmobile uses 
a Delco Model MG41 
starter/generator. The 
first priority was getting 
the starter to function as 
it should because using 
it would wear the battery 
down in a few minutes.  
I tried a new battery,  
new cables, and with 
the advice of a friend, 
cleaned the interior as 
best I could. However, 
nothing helped. Ob-

viously, the starter had 
internal problems and 

needed to be rebuilt. Luckily, I knew someone who could do it 
and disassembly began.

Several things concerning the starter were incorrect. Quickly 
draining the battery was the primary concern, but although 
one or two six-volt wires were supposed to be attached to the 
starter, they were connected instead directly at the battery. 
The starter didn’t operate properly in other ways. When the 
ignition switch is turned on, the starter should rotate slowly so 

A view of the 1914 Oldsmobile Model 42 engine.



21        The  Gazette                    September-October 2022

that the gearing between the starter and the flywheel can 
engage easily. This function never worked. Numerous times 
the starting gears wouldn’t engage at all. All these problems 
necessitated a complete rebuild.

On the Oldsmobile, the starter is located at the right side  
of the engine, behind the water pump. I started by discon-
necting the main battery cable, some low-tension wiring  
at the distributor, and the coupling joint between the water 
pump and starter. Then the timing linkage at the distributor. 
I also had to see if anything needed to be removed between 
the starter and the flywheel. So, the floorboards were next, in 
order to access the starter gearbox which was under the cowl, 
between the firewall and dashboard. (This gearbox is used to 
shift gears from neutral to a position which engaged the  
starter armature gear with the flywheel.) This was a bit more 
complicated since one of the angled footboards held the 
pivot shaft for both the ignition and carburetor linkage. So, 
all of the control linkages had to be disconnected before the 
floorboard could be removed. Finally, with all these items 
disassembled, and if I were lucky, I could remove the bolts that 
secured the starter/generator to its platform and wiggle the 
mechanism out of the starter gearbox directly behind it. This 
wasn’t going to be easy, however, since the starter weighs  
approximately 35 to 40 pounds, and as a friend of mine  
noticed, "It's as big as a toaster.” True on both counts; I couldn't 
remove it. The starter moved around a bit, but it seemed that 
the armature gear inside the starter gearbox prevented  
complete removal.

This is a good time to say 
that there aren’t many  
Oldsmobile Model 42 cars 
in existence. The most  
recent HCCA Roster of 
Members and HCCA  
website only shows two 
1914 Model 42 Oldsmo-
biles, two 1915 Model 42 
Oldsmobiles, and three 
1915 Model 43 Oldsmo-
biles. Models 42 and 43 are 
very similar in design but 
do have important  
mechanical differences.  
Unfortunately for me,  
I couldn’t locate any 
1914 Oldsmobile owner’s 
manuals, just one from 
1915, which showed that 
the starter/generator had 
changed in 1915. And the 
only other 1914 Model 42 
owner had never removed 
his starter/generator, so 
he didn’t have the specific 
information that I needed.

Back to disassembly. The starter gearbox posed a real  
problem. I removed its cover quite easily, but there wasn’t 
enough room under the dashboard to look straight down into 
it. A solution was needed to proceed properly. I first tried to 
see what was inside by using a flashlight and mirror. However, 
this didn't work very well since I was leaning over the running 
board and the front door frame while holding both the  
flashlight and mirror, but I could only see a portion of the 
items inside the box. Positioning a drop light near the box 
wasn’t much better, so my final thought was to use my cell 
phone to video inside the box. A little better, but still, the view 
wasn’t to my satisfaction.

The only alternative was to climb inside the car to get  
closer to the gear box. So, wedged in between the right frame 
member and the transmission, with the center handbrake 
pressing against my side, I again used my drop light and 
mirror. Finally, I could see the starter controlling mechanism. 
The starter gearbox, which is formed as part of the right rear 
engine mounting arm, has two shafts and also one rod which 
extends forward into the starter. One of the two shafts is used 
for the sliding gears which engage or disengage the starter 
from the flywheel. The second shaft mounts the sliding arm 
that controls both the previously mentioned gears and starter 
rod. All this was mounted above, and a bit to the right of, the 
flywheel. A few beads of perspiration formed on my forehead 
when I realized the awful possibility of some parts falling 
down into the flywheel case and creating new, larger  
problems. Still, I had no choice but to begin taking items 
apart.

 - Continued on the next page 

The Delco starter is a tight fit in the engine compartment.
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The armature gear is directly below the control shaft, and  
I couldn’t clearly see how the gear is affixed to the armature 
itself. Since flashlights and mirrors didn’t help, I concluded 
that the sliding gear, its shaft, and as much of the control 
mechanism as I could remove had to be taken out of the box. 
However, to be on the safe side, I stuffed an old bath towel 
over the flywheel in case gravity and small parts worked 
against me. Then the work began. The rod that extends into 
the starter was easy enough, but the sliding gear shaft was 
more of a problem. This shaft (with the grease cup attached to 
its end), is nearest the center of the car and is held in place by 
a screw pin that fits into a hole in the shaft. This screw pin isn't 
visible in my pictures and is directly over the flywheel. So, to 
be extra sure that it wouldn't fall down into the flywheel case, 
I wrapped some wire around it before starting to remove it. 
Once successfully done, however, the shaft still wouldn’t slide 
out of the box.

Removing the grease cup didn't help either so I started to 
twist out the threads at the end of the shaft. Around and 
around they turned, but nothing seemed to be happening, 
until I noticed that the shaft had begun to emerge from the 
box. As I soon discovered, the shaft had been held inside its 
mounts by century-old grease. The grease had become so 
hardened that it acted like glue. I should have been able to 
pull out the grease cup with the shaft attached, but the grease 
cup unscrewed from the shaft instead. However, now that the 

grease had broken free, the sliding gear shaft easily slid out of 
the box. 

While trying to remove the sliding gear shaft from the  
gear-box, I also tried to move the controls forward and back-
ward to better see the armature gear. I was fortunate doing 
this, since the taper pin that holds the control arm to its shaft 
all too easily came out when I slightly pulled on it. At some  
future date, this could have fallen out and caused some real 
problems. Luckily for the Oldsmobile it will be properly  
tightened when reinstalled.

Although the lower portion of the starter gearbox was still 
somewhat of a mystery, I soon found out that I was near the 
end of my quest. With the sliding gear shaft out of the box, 
the sliding gear was easily removed and I could view the 
armature gear itself. I had gathered all my tools to remove 
the armature gear, and again climbed into the car to begin 
working on it. However, it appeared that the hole in the front 
of the box might be just large enough for the gear to wiggle 
through. Although I wasn’t sure, I decided to give it a shot. So, 
I squeezed out of the car, grabbed the starter/generator and 
with some gentle tugging this way and that, the starter/gen-
erator was finally out in the open. Without the sliding gears in 
the gearbox, the starter/generator could be manipulated so 
that its removal was possible. 

The starter/generator is now in Massachusetts being rebuilt. 
While the Oldsmobile won’t be on the road this year, I expect, 
with a completely rebuilt starter/generator, to have a good 
number of years on future HCCA tours with my 1914  
Oldsmobile Model 42 Touring car.  

(Photos by Ray Prisk)
Part II will continue in an upcoming issue

Another view of the engine compartment.

The starter generator removed.
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Request for Candidates

In your Horseless Carriage Roster it states that the 
Marian Welch Service Award is presented to a member 
or members who have demonstrated truly outstanding 
service to the HCCA. Recognition is for dedicated,  
consistent, and continuing service over a considerable 
length of time. The plaque on the permanent trophy 
reads: “Presented in Recognition of Outstanding Contri-
bution to the Horseless Carriage Hobby and the General  
Welfare of the HCCA." As HCCA Executive Secretary to 
the club for many years, Marian Welch gave so much 
extra of her time. Paul N. Eoff conceived the idea of the 
award.

The Marian Welch Award is the highest HCCA award that 
any member of the organization can receive. To help 
members identify qualified candidates, HCCA  
established a simple list of qualifications:
• Member of HCCA for a minimum of 10 years
        involved at a local and/or national level
•       Held leadership role(s) within the club (does not  
        require an officer position)
• Demonstrated truly outstanding service
• Shown dedication, consistent, continuing service  

over a period of time 
• Substantial service over many years
• Not a current HCCA Board member or contractor

The importance of this award is that it allows a member 
to receive recognition for their effort, service, and  
contributions at the local and/or national level over a 
long period of time. In order to make sure that members 
are aware of the program, notification reminders are 
sent out in multiple formats to members to find the best 
candidates.
• Letter or article to members in a HCCA Gazette issue, 
• Sending emails to HCCA Regional Group and  

Affiliated Registry Contacts (presidents, designated 
contacts, editors and web administrators), HCCA 
Board Members and any member who has signed up 
for email information

• A reminder in the HCCA National News, notice on the 

HCCA Website
The requests for nominees will be sent out to all  
members in time to collect information and allow time 
for the HCCA Board of Directors to evaluate each  
candidate. If you want to nominate a candidate for the 
Marian Welch Award you should include, but not be 
limited to, the following information about the proposed 
candidate: 
• Membership length
• Leadership positions
• Activities
• Amount and types of service at the local and  

national levels
• Effort to promote club values
• Helping others/mentoring

Member nominations and information must be  
submitted by October 31, 2022, and should be sent to:
Awards Committee Chairperson
c/o HCCA Office
3109 Fish Canyon Rd.
Duarte, CA 91010-1506

If you choose to submit your nomination by email,  
compose the nomination and supporting information in 
a document attached to the email. Send the email to:
office@hcca.org.

The office will gather the information on all of the 
candidates and then send it to the HCCA Directors for 
review and questions. With the HCCA Directors having 
all the information on the qualified candidates, a ballot 
is then sent to each director with a list of the proposed 
candidates. Each director, using the ballot, votes for 
the nominee they feel most deserves the award for the 
year. The winner of the award is announced at the HCCA 
Annual Convention.

This award gives any member in the organization an 
opportunity to recognize a member who has made  
a significant contributions to the success and  
improvement of the organization over the years. 

2022 Marian Welch  2022 Marian Welch  
Service Award NominationsService Award Nominations
By Andy Wallace
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This one and only vehicle was built in 1902 by George  
Bartholomew (1863-1946) of Russell, a village in  
upper New York State near the Canadian border.

George decided to build a car for himself after seeing such  
vehicles operate in a city some 30 miles away. His self-built 
car is powered by a 3 1/2-hp, 1-liter Fairfield single-cylinder, 
2-stroke engine which he had specially adapted for use in  
this car.

The chassis is numbered "1" and the engine "19." The suspen-
sion consists of fully elliptical springs at the front and rear,  
and the final drive is chain driven via a two-speed gearbox. 
Unlike many such vehicles of that era, steering is not done 
with the tiller, but with a small steering wheel. The car is a 
two-seater with a runabout body.

George Bartholomew ran his car for about four years and it 
was owned by the Bartholomew family until 1949. His widow 
Lil Bartholomew sold the car to John Thomas and Frank 
Thomas in 1949. In 1952 Frank took the car to the New York 
State Fair in Syracuse and won the oldest car award. On  
August 30, 1954, Frank sold his shares to John.

John Thomas took the Bartholomew to DeGrasse, New York, 
where he publicly displayed it until March 1953. John  
eventually sold the car to Frank Mason of Canton, New York,  
in the mid-1950s, who then sold it in the 1960s to a collector 
in Toronto, Canada. By February 27, 1971, the car was bought 
by John DeBell and went to The DeBell Automotive Collection 
Museum in Port Huron, Michigan.

In 1988, Scottish Veteran Era auto enthusiast, Time Amyes 
bought the Bartholomew, brought it to Britain, and registered 
it there under number BS 8038. The car was received in 1988 
with certificate no 1745 issued by the Veteran Car Club of 
Great Britain for production year 1902. The Bartholomew took 
part in the London to Brighton Veteran Car Run from 1989 
to 2019.

It is not clear when Molly and Lionel Bourne bought the 
vehicle, but we do know that it was registered for the London 

to Brighton Veteran Car Run in 2002 with the starting number 
being 131. It was Bartholomew's 100th birthday.

In 2006 Colin Klyn purchased the auto and took part in the 
London to Brighton rally many times. The Bartholomew came 
up for sale at the Bonhams auction in London on November 
1, 2019, Michael Coatman from Poole Dorset bought the 
Batholomew to be able to take part in the London to Brighton 
Rally two days later with race number 411.

On October 12, 2020, I purchased the Bartholomew. Its reno-
vation is underway and preparations are being made for the 
London to Brighton Veteran Car Run in 2022.  
                           
 (Photo and image courtesy of Robert Hendzel)

Above: A newspaper photograph from 1985 shows the  
Bartholomew with its then owner.
Below: The 1902 Bartholomew is its current glory.

The Lineage
of the 
Bartholomew 

By Robert Hendzel
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BBC is Back!

The Return 

of the Brits, 

Canadians, 

and Dutch

Days One and Two by  
Tracy Lesher
Days Three and Four by  
Kim Simoni

Pat and Marcy Gamble hosted the 2022 Beautiful Brass  
Cars (BBC) Tour in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. It was in fact, 
a change in location for the BBC Tour after many years in  
Strasburg, Pennsylvania. Seventy-two Brass Era cars and a 
myriad of tourists assembled in Gettysburg on Sunday for a 
swap meet and car show. The day capped off with an evening 
welcome reception complete with an appearance by  
Abraham Lincoln.

Tourists from the United States, Canada, United Kingdom, and 
the Netherlands were over the moon to be together for this 
event. On the tour we had three 1907 Ford Model Ks (The K 
Crew ), two Molines, a couple of Hudsons, a Velie, and a gaggle 
of Ford Model Ts.

For Tour Day One Pat and Marcy Gamble organized a fantastic 
75-mile route through the rolling countryside of Adams  
and York Counties. But, much to the dismay of just about 
everyone,  the forecast did not look promising. The potential 
threat of severe thunderstorms, hail, and tornadoes loomed. 

Since my husband Jeff had to work and the boys returned 
to school, I was on my own for the tour and needed a ride.  
Thinking that the rain would start before the departure time 
on Monday, I had made arrangements to ride modern with 
Bob Richmon, Manny Rein, and Rudy Boyance. By the time 
of the Drivers’ Meeting the skies had not opened up, and 15 
Brass Era cars were willing to brave the weather forecast.  
I ditched Bob, Rudy, and Manny. And I asked Hugo and Linda 
Vermeulen if I could ride with them in their 1907 Ford Model 
K. They said, “Absolutely.” What a treat that was! I was surprised 
at how strong and quiet Hugo and Linda's car ran.

Joe and Betty Swann hosted tourists at their home and uphol-
stery shop for the morning’s coffee. Joe and Betty’s two swans, 
Gretchen and Mortimer, welcomed us. The Swann's home 
dates back to 1799 and the property dates to 1742. Think of  
all the history their home has witnessed!  From the coffee  
stop we headed to the Eastern Museum of Motor Racing. 

 - Continued on the next page 

John Biggs drives through one of the seven covered bridges on Thursday's BBC Tour route. 
Front seat passenger Mike Spencer and back seat passengers Wade and Jeanne Smith rode 
along for the day in John's 1909 Ford Model T.
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The museum houses a terrific collection of Pennsylvania  
and Indianapolis racing memorabilia and artifacts spanning 
decades. Our own Bob Ladd is part of the museum’s memo-
rabilia collection. He is a local racing legend! HCCA member 
Brenda Henshaw’s father painted two of the race cars on 
display. Brenda met her husband Joe while she raced!

Before we departed the museum Kyle Barrow decided to ford 
a sizeable, deep stream that flows between the rear of the 
building and the Latimer Valley dirt track. His nimble 1914 
Ford Model T made its way into the stream and got itself stuck 
in the muck after the engine stalled. Kyle waded out into the 
knee-deep water to give the T a crank and through the stream 
they went. Water dripped from the tool box on the running 
board for several minutes.

Still no rain or thunderstorms as we headed towards the 
Appalachian Trail Museum and lunch at Pine Grove Furnace 

State Park. During the tail end of lunch, the clouds started to 
thicken and spit a little rain. I got suited up just in case, and I 
looked ready for anything except the large number of leaves 
and bugs that bombarded my face riding in the Model K sans 
windshield. 

After lunch some opted to stop at the National Apple Museum 
in Biglerville. Biglerville is also home to Musselman’s apple 
products. I think the entire tour stopped by the Half-Pint 
Creamery for some of the best ice cream I have had in a very 
long time. 

About five miles from the hotel, the rain started and I lost my 
HCCA hat that had been tucked in behind me. Rob Heyen 
and Bruce Van Sloun rescued my hat. It was a fantastic tour 
day, and I am sure many who opted to drive modern kicked 
themselves.

Clockwise: A view of the Sunday BBC Car Show and you can see Laura and Karl Darby waving at the far right! Brenda Henshaw stands with an Eastern 
Museum of Motor Racing display –her father did the paint work on the pictured vehicles. Jamie and Linda Holmes with their 1911 Buick Model 32.
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 - Continued on the next page 

Some people refer to  
Tuesdays as “Taco Tuesdays.” 
In the case of Keith Billet’s 
tour route, it was “T-intersec-
tion Tuesday." The nice thing 
about a T-intersection is that 
it's hard to make navigating 
errors. During Day Two I 
navigated for Peter Jakab in 
his 1914 Overland. Keith's 
directions were spot on and 
his route took us through 
some beautiful countryside 
over to New Oxford and 
back to Gettysburg. There 
was abundant sunshine 
and a constant breeze 
throughout the day. The 
morning coffee stop at mile 
15 allowed us to socialize in 
the sunshine for quite some 
time. Gil Fitzhugh the Elder 
brought his 1904 Curved 
Dash Oldsmobile out for the 
morning. The two Molines 
owned by John Stamberg 
and Tony and Janet Trippi 
parked side by side. Seeing 
the Model Ks on a BBC Tour 
is becoming a regular occur-
rence, but the two Molines 
were very special too. From 
there, we drove another 20 
miles to our lunch stop at the Bourbon Mill 
Inn. The food was worth the wait. 

After lunch we ventured into the town of 
New Oxford. New Oxford has several antique 
shops and a train museum. The 35 miles 
back to the host hotel were uneventful and 
relaxing. We needed to conserve our energy 
for the cruise-in, gaslight drive, and viewing 
of 100 Years of the Lincoln Highway, which 
documents the historical significance of the 
first transcontinental road. The PBS documen-
tary 100 Years of the Lincoln Highway has a 
connection to this area of Pennsylvania since 
Route 30 that runs west to east through the 
commonwealth is, in fact, part of the Lincoln 
Highway. The gaslight drive was a huge hit 
with the locals. About 40 BBC cars paraded 
for several miles winding around a residential 
area lined with tons of exuberant spectators. 

Top to bottom: Kyle Barrow scoops water out of 
the toolbox of his 1914 Ford Model T after taking 
it fording in a stream. Kevin Mueller's  1914 Model 
T during the gaslight tour. (Gaslight tour photo by 
Kevin Mueller)
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Days Three and Four
By Kim Simoni

Day Three continued with beautiful weather and no rain in 
sight! This day we toured four covered bridges scattered 
throughout Frederick County, Maryland. But first we had 
a super fun and memorable coffee stop at Mt. Tabor Park 
about 17 miles along the route. It was cold (by California 
standards where Wayne and I live), but the sun was out,  
and when we pulled into the park, we knew we were in for 
something special! The park, owned by Mt. Tabor United 
Church of Christ, is the home of “The Big Slide,” a 40-foot tall, 
wavy wooden slide with a glass smooth surface built in the 
spring of 1950. The foot of the slide had a big circle of saw-
dust to land in, and carpet remnants and towels abounded 
to speed up your descent! It was fast and a blast; many 
besides me, gave it a go!

After covered bridge #1 our next stop was the family-run 
Links Bridge Vineyards started by a husband and wife team, 
Joan Cartier and Robert Thompson, as a weekend undertak-
ing while living and working outside Washington, D.C. Joan 
and Robert have since moved to the vineyards. Together 
they started producing their own wines in 2015. Their winery 
is a true labor of love, they have successfully produced several 
very nice wines, while opening their tasting room at the 
vineyard in 2018. We all tasted multiple whites and reds and 
purchases were made by many.

After covered bridge #2, we lunched at Thurmont Park, a 
lovely park with multiple pavilions. Thanks to Rob Burchill for 

arranging a fine sack lunch, down to the individual names 
labeled on each brown bag—very clever and efficient.

Covered bridges #3 and #4 followed lunch, traipsing through 
gorgeous Maryland countryside and back into Pennsylvania. 
One more stop was required before returning to our hotel— 
ice cream, of course, at Sanders Square!! Never have I seen so 
many people enjoy ice cream so abundantly. It was a fantastic 
85-mile touring day!

Clockwise: Roger McGinnis and Bob Richmon zip down the slide  
at Mt. Tabor Park. Dave Kostansek and Bill Hartz in Dave's 1912  
Hudson pull up to Links Bridge Winery. Kathie Conrad and son  
Kevin arrive at lunch on Thursday. Kathie drove in her 1912 Ford  
Model T the entire tour week.
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 - Continued on the next page 

Willem van der Horst and 
newlyweds Hans and Sonja 
van der Wouden in Willem's 
1914 Buick.

Alan and Kathy Miller 
played follow the leader 
and made a wrong turn.

Left to right: Natalie Weaver, Stacy Zimmerman, and Janice Weaver 
tour in Natalie's 1912 Ford Model T. This was Stacy's first Brass Era 
tour ride. (But not Stacy's last)
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Day Four, our final BBC day, was 
extraordinary for so many reasons. 
Although short on mileage (35 
miles), it was long on history and 
very informative and sobering. 
Learning about the Battle of Get-
tysburg in school pales in compar-
ison to visiting the battlefields and 
experiencing the events almost 
first-hand. Although it was only a 
three-day battle (July 1-3, 1863), 
it is considered not only the most 
critical engagement of the Civil War, 
but is also the costliest to human 
life, with over 50,000 casualties. 

After stopping at the Gettysburg 
Visitors Center, everyone toured 
the battlefields, at their own pace. 
Mark Ounan provided an outline 
of battlefield events and points of 
interest. His guide described the 
intensity, hardships, suffering, and 
incredible casualties which all "came 
to life" with the suggested detailed 
16-stops Mark wrote up for us BBC 
tourists. I can't begin to express how 
today's tour profoundly impacted me. I look forward to spending more 
time there on future BBC tours.

After refreshing ourselves at the hotel (and delivering our car back to 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania), we arrived at The Inn at Herr Ridge for the closing 
banquet and ceremony. It is a stately structure with a history of its own. 
Established in 1815, the property functioned as a local tavern until 1828 
when Frederick Herr purchased it. Herr also ran the property as a tavern 
and lodging for travelers. Additionally, the Herr Tavern was a major stop  
in the Underground Railroad. The property played a pivotal role in helping 
slaves to escape. The Battle of Gettysburg was played out in the fields  
surrounding Herr Tavern. During the Civil War the tavern functioned as the 
first confederate hospital. In the main, historic building of the property, 
rooms one through three were the surgical rooms during the war.  
Frederick Herr owned the tavern until his death in 1868. The building was 
bought and sold over the years, and eventually used as a farm in the early 
1900s. In 1977 Steven Wolf purchased and restored the property into a 
lodging and dining facility for both locals and travelers.

The banquet was delicious, and the closing comments by Pat Gamble  
(BBC chair, with able assistance by his wife Marcy Gamble) and HCCA  
president Andy Wallace, were succinct and well-stated. Andy Wallace and 
Doug Tomb presented Vince Altieri and Al Zamba with our newest regional 
group charter, the Tri-State Regional Group. 

Everyone that attended this first-of-more-to-come-in-Gettysburg BBC Tour, 
had a unique and memorable experience. I certainly did and look forward 
to more time absorbing the sights and history of these backroads in  
Beautiful Brass Cars!

(Photos by Tracy Lesher)

Joe and Betty Swann in their
19JoJoe and Betty Swann in their 1912 E.M.F. take a 

drive through Gettysburg National Park.

Left to right: Dan and Janice Kerr's 1915 
Dodge Brothers Touring and Mark and  
Merri Jo Ounan's 1914 Dodge Brothers 
Military Touring car.
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Michael Zerega navigates for  
Manny Rein as Manny drives his 
1911 Ford Model T.

Tour hosts Pat and Marcy Gamble 
with Pat's son Tory are smiling in the 
sunshine during a coffee stop.

Al Zamba and HCCA Board 
Member  Vince Altieri receive the 
Tri-State Regional Group Charter 
from HCCA President Andy Wal-
lace and Treasurer Doug Tomb.

Join us 
in 2023!
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BBC at the 

Eastern Museum of Motor Racing

Photo by Tracy Lesher
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Henry Ford began producing the six-cylinder Model K in 1906.
There were about 1,000 of these cars produced between 1906 
and 1909. Currently there are 25 cars known to exist, and 
only three that are on the road. There is an ongoing debate 
as to whether the Model K was a success, but that’s a story for 
another time.

My Model K story began around 2009 when my late husband 
Tim announced that, after decades of passionately collecting 
Model A Fords (1928-1931), he wanted to get a Brass Era car, 
the caveat being that it had to be one that was tour-worthy. 
He began to research and study Brass Era cars to be sure 
to find the right one. It wasn’t long before he learned of an 
interesting car that was soon going to be for sale at auction. 
Tim quickly made plans to attend the auction. Before leaving 
he told me not to worry, that the car he really wanted was rare 
and it was unlikely he would be able to make the purchase. 

Despite the comforting disclaimer, Tim left for the auction, 
money in hand “just in case." Well, the stars aligned, he placed 
the winning bid. He was completely star struck and returned 
home from the auction with the biggest smile on his face.
Then the transport truck arrived and we welcomed home the 
newest addition—a 1907 Model K Ford.

This particular Model K had been owned in the 1950s by  
Elmer Bemis, who toured in it a great deal, sometimes driving 
1,000 miles each way. The car completed several Glidden  
Reliability Tours during his ownership. The car spent some 
time in the Harrah’s Collection and underwent a restoration 
while in residence. Then it became part of the Clyde Ensor Sr.  
Collection. It has a 1907 six-cylinder engine with an era  
magneto and brakes. The body and wheels are wooden.

Cover Car Story:  Cover Car Story:  
Big BlueBig Blue 
 
 
 

By Joan Kelly

Jeff Kelly and his mother Joan Kelly exiting a covered 
bridge during the 2022 BBC Tour in their family's 1907 
Ford Model K. (Photo by Tracy Lesher)
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The Kelly's 1907 Ford Model K during the 1952 Glidden Tour when Elmer Bemis owned it. (Photos courtesy of the Kelly family)

The Kelly family on last year's 2021 Clay Green Memorial Tour. Joan and her son Jeff are up front and 
Jennifer, (granddaughter), Laura (daughter-in-law), and Jessica (granddaughter) are seated in the back 
seat left to right.
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As the car came off the transport I was taken aback. It was 
sooo big, and there was so much brass! What was he thinking?  
Tim quickly got busy checking everything to be sure it was 
ready for the road. He spent hours on the internet reading 
everything he could about the Model K Ford so that he would 
learn how it “ticked.” Once Tim was satisfied that he under-
stood the car, and was confident that it was functioning 
properly and safe he was off and running. 

We started by taking the car on local tours and shows near our 
home. Many people commented that they never knew Henry 
Ford had produced such a car. The car’s first big tour was The 
Antique Car Run in New London, Minnesota in 2011. It is a 
four-day tour through the Minnesota countryside ending with 
a 125-mile run the final day that commemorates the London 
to Brighton Run of 1896. At the time it was the only Model 
K on the road. It performed well. Tim was satisfied that this 
was our tour car. It was there that our good friend Rob Heyen 
was bitten by the K bug. It wasn’t long before he found his 
own Model K. Several years later Hugo Vermeulen acquired 
his Model K. That was the beginning of the “K Crew.” Currently 
these three cars are the only Model Ks on the road.
 
This crazy car opened our life up to the world of touring.  
After years of collecting and showing cars, now it was time 
to drive them. Big Blue has completed every Antique Car Run 
in Minnesota since this adventure began in 2011. The K has 
taken us to so many places and introduced us to so many 
interesting, fun-loving people. I estimate we have logged 
about 6,000 miles in Big Blue with only routine maintenance 
and repairs.

That’s a  
testament to its 
reliability.

Like many wives, 
I dragged my feet 
at the purchase 
of yet another 
car. At the time, I  
remember think-
ing to myself “Do 
we need another 
car?” However 
in hindsight the 
Model K is the 
best car purchase 
we, Tim, made. 
We have had so 
much fun and 
made countless 
memories since 
owning this car. 
Now my oldest 
son Jeff has  
developed an 
interest in touring. 
Our friends in The Early Ford Registry are mentoring Jeff so 
that he will be able to keep this bit of history on the road and  
hopefully his family will have years of touring fun.

(Photos by Tracy Lesher and Joan and Jeff Kelly)

This year's K Crew shirt worn by Rob Heyen.

A rear view of the Kelly's Model K as 
it heads up a hill during the 2022 
BBC Tour.
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In July 2020 Steve Hammatt posted a message on the Early 
Cadillac Group (ECG) website enquiring about the current 
owner of the 1910 Cadillac, formerly owned by Tom Patris 
of San Diego. Steve did not explain why he wanted to make 
contact but emphasized that it was important he do so.

I have been a subscriber to the ECG for over 10 years and have 
always found it not only interesting but full of helpful facts 
and data for our copper cylinder Cadillacs. It has gotten me 
out of a couple of fixes in the past, proving the adage that 
most problems we have with these cars have been encoun-
tered and usually solved by others previously.

So, within a day I responded to Steve’s call that not 
only did I own the Cadillac in question, but he in fact 
had been a passenger in that very car while he was in 
Australia on the HCCA Bathurst tour only a few months 
before. Now that is a coincidence!

It turned out that Steve had been given a substantial 
binder of information on the car, which was put  
together by Tom, the original restorer. Tom had owned 
the car from the late 1950s up until 1989, and the 
binder had been left with an upholsterer but was never 
collected.  It included considerable information such as 
reference books and details of the car’s early history  
and concourse successes, including at Pebble Beach. 
Much material had also been assembled thanks to  
the considerable efforts of the Cadillac division of  
General Motors in 1961. Tom has long since passed, but 
the binder was eventually handed over to fellow early 
Cadillac owner Ron Blissit from Oklahoma who, in turn, 
requested Steve’s assistance to find the car’s current 
whereabouts. 

So now the binder (all 21/2 pounds) has been reunited 
with the car and me as the not so new owner. I pur-
chased the car from Tom Patris when we were living in 
Rhode Island and have learnt by another coincidence 
the car had been sold new by the Cadillac dealer in 

Providence, Rhode Island. Tom purchased the Cadillac in 1958, 
at which time it was in San Diego, restored it, and it was first 
shown in about 1960 after which the car was featured in many 
HCCA tours on the West Coast before my purchase. When  
I returned to Australia with my family in 1993, I brought the 
car back, and it has been in Melbourne ever since. Out of all 
the cars in my collection, it is the one that has been the most 
enjoyable to tour with for me and my family.  

The value of the HCCA community and forums such as the 
Early Cadillac Group, not to mention the enduring friendships 
that evolve no matter where you may be, has certainly been 
proven once again.

A Reunion -
Courtesy of the 
Early Cadillac 
Group

By Ian Berg Photographed in 1958 following its arrival in California by train from 
Rhode Island.

Sue and Ian Berg are shown at Forbes in New South Wales in the  
Cadillac on the 2018 Veteran Car Club of Australia National Tour.
(Photos courtesy of Ian Berg)
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My grandfather holds a special place in my life. I was so  
fortunate to be around him. I learned from him and shared his 
passion for old cars. The family's 1915 White Limousine was no 
small part of both of our lives, and it bound us  
together forever. Whether it was Grandpa driving the car 
in different TV commercials in our local area, photos of the 
car with the stately old homes that graced Grand Rapids in 
the 1900s, or the 
White's presence 
in weddings and 
parades, the car 
loomed bigger than 
life itself. As a small 
child, this massive 
car seemed so huge 
with a wheelbase 
of 138 inches and 
a towering height 
of 7 feet. Grandpa 
was the only person 
that could drive this 
behemoth.

I spent endless years 
polishing brass 
and longing to be 
behind the wheel. 
One day when I 
was 12 years old, 
seemingly out of 
nowhere, Grandpa 
asked me to steer 
the White. This day 
is forever etched in 
my memory. It was a cloudy fall day just before Hershey, and 
I knew that Grandpa trusted and showed his love for me by 
allowing this privilege.

It was not unusual for me to help Grandpa, but one day in 
particular stands out. I received a call that he needed my help 
moving cars around on the lot. It was the weekend and I  
knew that when I was done pushing, sliding, relocating, and 
blocking up cars I would be too tired and exhausted to  
enjoy MY weekend plans. Boy, was I ever shortsighted! As  
I pulled in the driveway, there he sat all smiles with the doors 

to the White wide 
open. As I walked 
up, I remember 
him saying, "Are 
you ready to learn 
something that 
only a few people 
have ever had the 
opportunity or will 
ever grasp how to 
do?" What a lucky 
16 year-old I was! 
My heart was beat-
ing very fast, and 
my face was flushed 
with excitement  
I was going to  
drive it, bringing 
to culmination the 
years of questions, 
observations, and 
anticipation.

While I sat in the 
driver's seat, we 
talked (again) about 
the history of the 

car—how Grandpa found it in Chicago after seeing an ad for 
an old White automobile. He drove to Chicago and found out 
the owner had removed the body, setting it aside, so that he 
could make a truck for his business from the chassis.

Grandpa's 
Gift

By Terry Cole

Dedicated to all of those HCCA grandparents—  
Grandparents' Day is September 11th.

Terry's grandfather stands with the 1915 White Limousine. 

Terry is in the backseat of the White and his younger brothers Josh and Brady pose with the 
White Limo some years ago.
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After buying lunch Grandpa and the seller completed the 
deal, and the body was loaded onto Grandpa's truck and 
brought back to Grand Rapids. The next weekend he returned 
to Chicago for the running gear. I had heard that story many 
times before. He told me how it took two years to repair the 
4-cylinder, 16-valve T-head which put out 30 hp how he  
painted it white, and spent hours making factory round  
fenders only to discard them for flat fenders that he made as 
they appeared more regal! Grandpa would not let me forget 
that his good friend, Dick Teague, was there helping him and 
left "the snake horn" as a gift, which is still on the car.

Finally came the explanations about how to shift the four-
speed. Ironically, I had seen Grandpa do this more times than 
I had eaten—by listening to the motor, double-clutching, 
easing the gas, dropping in half way and letting off the gas, 
and so on. After what seemed like an eternity, he asked, "OK, 
do you feel ready?" I looked directly at him and replied with 
youthful confidence, "Grandpa, I've been training for this  
my whole life!" I set the spark and the gas; hit the starter;  
the White awoke with the roar only a 16-valve coffee can  
size piston T-head engine with the cut-out pressed in can  
produce. I adjusted the choke, let the engine warm-up, and 
the transmission throw oil around for easy cold shifting. 
Grandpa explained to me that was necessary.

The reality of what was about to happen hit me: goosebumps, 
butterflies, and a severe rush of adrenaline. And, I stalled it. 
Grandpa just looked straight ahead as if he didn't notice, and 
I heard him say, "Training your whole life, eh? Let's try it again 
with less pressure on the cut-out, thus less noise in the barn."

I was slightly humbled and less proud. With slumped  
shoulders I pushed the starter and got it into first gear with 

more grinding than a garbage disposal. But we 
were moving! After about 10 miles under my 
belt, we stopped for gas, and mentally I went 
through everything Grandpa had taught me. I was 
so impressed by the power and handling of the 
White that I knew why Grandpa always had a grin 
while driving. I learned that driving this car was an 
exhilarating experience, and I understood how my 
grandfather felt about showing off his prized car.

As Grandpa grew older, my driving time increased. 
I mastered the shifting that only a White owner/
driver could understand: the cold shifts, the warm 
shifts, the double-shifting, and shifting without 
using the clutch. As time marched on, Grandpa 
drove the White less and less and he replaced 
it with something easier to drive. Even though 
I asked many times for Grandpa to take out "his 
car," he always had a reason why he shouldn't. 
Finally, I made up my mind to take him for a ride. 
As Grandpa approached the limo, I could see the 
sparkle of joy in his dimming eyes, and he said, "I 

think I should drive." We went for a short three-mile ride, and 
that was the last time Grandpa drove or saw the car.

The next time I got the White out, I sat in the seat he had  
occupied for so many miles and cried. I cried out of
thankfulness and joy. My Grandpa gave me a legacy of love for 
this White.              

    (Photos courtesy of Terry Cole)

The Cole family's 1915 White Limo at the Celebration of Brass Car Show 
in 2021. (Photo by Tracy Lesher)

The 1915 White Limo during the  first Celebration of Brass Tour in 2021. 
(Photo by Tracy Lesher)
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In mid-June, the VMCCA ran a one-and two-cylinder tour in 
Fremont, Ohio. Table-flat roads laid out in a rectangular grid 
attracted over 25 cars, including very slow ones like a  
Crestmobile.  

This article isn’t about that tour.

In the very same week, about 300 miles southeast of Fremont, 
Vince and Janice Altieri hosted an HCCA one-and two-cylinder 
tour in Bedford, Pennsylvania. The terrain was more varied, 
more scenic and much more challenging. There were three 
Curved Dash Oldsmobiles, but all the other participants drove 
heavier cars that benefited from having an extra cylinder. All 
did just fine on the gently-rolling hills, but a couple of smaller 
twins needed a running start on a few of the hills that rolled 
more vigorously. Whoever Vince put in charge of weather did 
a fine job.

There is a formidable northeast-southwest mountain ridge 
that runs from Williamsport, Pennsylvania, to Oak Ridge,  
Tennessee. Bedford lies in one of the few gaps in the ridge, 
and US 220, US 30 (the Lincoln Highway) and the Pennsylvania  
Turnpike all converge on this gap. With primitive cars, it was 
critical to pick one side of the gap or the other for each day’s 

tour, and stick with that choice. Vince found ways to sneak 
across on back roads, but sometimes one way had to be on 
a busier road. Fortunately, these bits were short, the shoul-
ders were wide, and traffic was light; no one had any trouble 
staying safe on these sections. The host hotel was nestled into 
the side of a cliff and had a tiny parking lot, so trailers were 
stationed about three miles away at a regional fairground 
(safely gated at night), and each day’s tour started and ended 
there. A benefit of this arrangement was an air-conditioned 
ice cream stop on the way back to the hotel.

Newcomers Norm and Kathy Madsen brought the oldest 
known authentic Buick, the 1905 Model C they had just  
acquired from Skip Carpenter; after being parked for two 
years during the pandemic, the car’s high-speed clutch 
needed some long-term love, so the Madsens rode with 
others. Three couples successfully completed 1&2 tours for 
the first time: Randy and Terry Marcus with a 1911 Maxwell, 
Bill and Betty Clough with a 1910 Maxwell, and David and Nel 
Deardorff with a 1908 Buick. My CDO had lost a transmission 
spring on the BBC tour, but Vince had a spare and (with some 
supervisory advice from Jeff Jones) replaced it for me before 
the tour on top of all the other stuff he had to do as tour- 
master. The car now runs fine—many thanks again, Vince!

An Old- 
Fashioned
Summertime 
One- and  
Two-Cylinder
Jaunt 
 
 

By Gil Fitzhugh the Elder

Doug and Beverly Tomb pull through a covered bridge in their 1909 Buick Model F.
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Babies and very young children are 
a delight on HCCA tours, but there 
weren’t any on this one. There was, 
however, a very small passenger: 
a tiny white puppy named Sparky, 
recently adopted by the Altieris, 
and adopted for the duration of the 
tour by the rest of us.

Bedford has an art deco gas station 
that’s been in business for 89 years; 
most of us gassed up there every 
day, to the amazement and 
amusement of the townsfolk.

Monday’s 50-mile run was north-
east to the so-called Dutch Corner 
of Bedford County, where there are 
still a lot of family farms. We went 
to four covered bridges, a terrific 
country hardware store, and an ice 
cream stop. Vince had arranged a 
catered lunch brought to us at a 
fish hatchery, one of several in the 
state that stocks trout for public-
ly-fished lakes, paid for by fishing 
license fees. (Maybe we could talk 
the state into stocking endangered 
tire sizes for us, paid for by antique 
car registration fees!)

Tuesday’s tour took us to Everett, a 
historic town with a railroad muse-
um. During our visit, we heard all about the Karns Car, 
a vehicle built in Everett in 1905, for which the builder 
tried and failed to get financial backing. The only  
example built is in a private collection in Indiana, and 
the town wants very badly to get it back. Vince took 
the director of the museum for a ride in his CDO, and 
she publicly announced: “I’ve just lost my virginity!” 
Still a chick magnet at age 118! (The car, that is; Vince 
ain’t quite that old yet.) We then had a beautiful ride 
through a valley, including a 12-mile stretch with no 
turns, to Mike’s Place, a popular eatery out in the  
country. A great 60-mile day.

Wednesday’s destination was the Flight 93 Memorial, 
at the site where a planeload of dedicated passengers 
died thwarting terrorists who wanted to crash the 
plane into the Capitol Building during the 9/11 attack. 
But there’s no good way to get there from Bedford 
in one-and two-cylinder cars. Doing it on Route 30 
would be very unpleasant, and the round trip on back 
roads would be over 110 miles of serious hills. So Vince 
arranged an air-conditioned bus for the trip. (Could 
somebody plan that 110-mile route for bigger brass cars? 
Sounds wonderful!) I missed that day; Daryl Kendall had  
finished major repairs on my Stanley the night before. I went 
to retrieve it and drove it the rest of the week.

Top to bottom: Vince and Janice Altieri with their newly-adopted pup 
Sparky rode along in their 1904 Curved Dash Oldsmobile. Randy and 
Terry Marcus meander through a covered bridge in their 1911 Maxwell.
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Keith Billet gives Kyle Blake a lesson in 1905 REO driving and clearly Kyle is loving it.

Ones and Twos at Neil Furlow's Collection.

We owe Thursday’s 72-mile tour largely to Kyle 
Blake, who has a 1914 Buick (and later cars) but is 
new to ones’n’twos. The tour was to Cumberland, 
Maryland, at another gap in the great ridge, and 
to two car collections that Kyle told Vince about. 
One offered coffee and doughnuts and had  
mostly newer cars and BIG trucks, but also had 
the oldest MG in the country, a 1929 that was 
probably built in the Morris Garages by Cecil Kim-
ber himself. The other had several older Corvettes, 
including a stick-shift fuelie that quickened a few 
pulses. Lunch was at a craft brewery, where a 
cold IPA helped alleviate a broiling-hot day. The 
roads took us into shaded valleys with lakes and 
streams. Kyle rode with Keith Billet in his REO, and 
was driving it by the end of the day, wearing a big 
grin; I suspect he’s now a slow-car convert.

Friday’s tour was the shortest at 37 miles, so  
everyone would have plenty of time to lock the 
cars into the trailers and clean up for the banquet.  
We went back to the Dutch Corner for a more  
intimate look. The destination was Hospitality 
Spring Farm, which grows almost all its own food. 
Vegetables, of course, but also pigs, goats, chick-
ens, ducks and geese. And flowers. And spices. 
And fruit. Nelson and Sarah Phero call it a subsis-
tence farm, but they do a lot more than merely 
subsist. We had an extensive tour of the place  
and then were treated to a farm-to-table lunch. 
And boy, was that good! Afterward, I gave the 
Phero kids a ride in the Stanley.

For the banquet, we went back 
to Everett of railroad museum 
and Karns Car fame. The ven-
erable Union Hotel has a fine 
restaurant, and the sommelier 
saw to it that we were well taken 
care of. Kyle had found a model 
of a CDO that we gave to Vince 
and Janice in thanks for their 
hard work. Farewells were  
lingering; no one wanted to 
leave yet.

Now, about that schedule 
conflict. The VMCCA has a 1&2 
each year, and so do we.  It’s 
about the only thing the clubs 
have in common. Could there 
be a liaison between the boards, 
so the clubs have their 1&2s at 
separate times? We could have 
twice the fun!

(Photos by Gil Fitzhugh the Elder)
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The modern-day tow truck started like many great inventions, 
out of necessity. 

Ernest Walter Holmes Sr. was born on January 17, 1883, in 
Hobbs Island, Alabama. Shortly after his birth, Ernest’s father, 
who worked at the Nashville, Chattanooga, and St. Louis  
Railroad, got a promotion to depot master. His father 
moved the family to Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

Ernest went to school with an emphasis on 
engineering and worked many different jobs 
trying to provide for his new wife, Hattie 
(Hackett). In 1905 Ernest worked as a 
salesman at a local department store 
where his wife was employed. From 
there he moved to be a demonstrator, 
mechanic, and salesman for the Chat-
tanooga Auto Company. After that he 
moved into management at Southern 
Auto and Supply Co. With each job that 
Ernest held, he was one step  
closer to his life’s destiny.  

In 1910 Ernest stepped out on his own 
and bought a small garage. He and Hattie 
lived upstairs and the garage was down-
stairs. Ernest, like most new business owners, 
worked hard to get new customers and show 
his worth. Because of Ernest’s background 
in mechanics and sales his business started 
to grow. With his success and growth Ernest 
bought a newer larger building on three city 
lots. It was in this shop that Ernest would 

change the world of garage mechanics and invent an industry.  

Around 1914-1915 Ernest started tinkering with the idea of 
a tow truck. With the way that things were done at the time, 
as a mechanic you had two options; either get the automo-
bile fixed on the side of the road or pull the automobile back 

to the shop with a rope. On a recovery, the mechanic 
would have to take a few helpers out with him and 

use pulleys and raw muscle to get the car free 
from mud. If someone would wreck an auto-

mobile on the road, it was near impossible 
for most to get them back to the garage. 

Ernest’s can-do attitude gained him a 
reputation for always getting the job 
done and the word spread throughout 
Chattanooga.   

Hattie Holmes later recalled the 
wrecker's origin, "Ernest had so  
many wreck calls that he decided 
he needed a wrecker. So he kept the 
thought in his mind and was formu-

lating ideas for one.” In 1916 the fateful 
day came. Dr. John Wiley of the Wiley 

Business School, telephoned Ernest and 
said that he just rolled his Ford Model T 

into the Chickamauga Creek. It took Ernest 
and six men with pulleys the better part of the 

day to remove the Model T. That’s when 
Ernest kicked his idea into high gear. 
Ernest asked for help from his two good 
friends, Elmer Gross and L.C. Decker in 
building the prototype tow truck. 

ABCs of the 
Brass Era: 
"T' is for  
Tow Trucks 

By Ron Gardas Jr.
The original Holmes Wrecker Model 680.

Ernest Holmes in an undated photo.
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Ernest outfitted his idea onto a  
1913 Cadillac in his garage. Ernest 
knew he needed the largest, most  
powerful chassis to handle that 
weight and the torque of the wreck-
er bed. The 1913 Cadillac Model 
30 had the larger 365.8-cubic Inch, 
L-shaped engine and a wheelbase 
of 120 inches. Ernest’s original idea 
had twin booms known as the  
"split boom" design. This innovation 
allowed the wrecker "to reach" with 
one boom, while the other side 
of the wrecker stayed secure. This 
design prevented the wrecker from 
tipping over during a job and was 
especially useful when a vehicle 
needed to be brought up a steep 
embankment.

Just like many inventors with new 
inventions, failure is inevitable. 
Ernest’s first design was just that.  
It was evident immediately that his 
great idea of having booms that 
could swing off to the side would 
tip the tow truck over. He needed 
support, or what is now known as 
“outriggers” for stabilization. This would give Ernest a large  
advantage over his new competitors. With the twin booms 
came hand cranks for elevation and hand cranks for the 
winches. Ernest then looked at the rear of the wrecker. He 
outfitted two stabilizing jacks on the rear of the frame. This 
prevented the front of the wrecker from lifting while  

winching. This same design is still used to this day. Until many 
years later no other manufacturer outfitted their wreckers 
with split booms and winching jacks. Holmes obtained the 
patent for the very first tow truck on January 29, 1918, with 
full production in 1919. Holmes named the wrecker the Model 
680 because the cost was $680.00 new. 

 - Continued on the next page 

The Holmes Wrecker Model 480 hard at work as an employee looks on.

The 1918 U.S. Patent diagram illustrates Holmes' invention. 
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Rightfully 
so, Holmes 
was excited 
about his 
new inven-
tion. But 
not every-
one in the 
family was 
enthused. 

Ernest’s parents, John and Laura Holmes, begged him not to 
go down this tow truck path. They saw the dangers firsthand 
as Ernest Holmes’ friend and neighbor, L. C. Decker, was in-
volved in a work accident (before the tow truck), while trying 
to recover a car, a chain broke and took out Mr. Decker’s eye. 
Sadly the dangers of the towing industry remain very real 
even today. Since Holmes’ tow truck invention, many people 
have had new ideas on how to improve it.  

Many new tow truck manufacturing companies followed in 
Holmes’ footsteps, most notably were Weaver and Manley.  
Producing tow trucks was a natural progression for Weaver. 
Weaver Manufacturing was started by brothers Gailard and  
Ira Weaver in 1897. In the early 1900s Weaver manufacturing 
was the nation's largest garage supplier. Weaver produced  
a wide range of garage tools such as jacks; Ira Weaver patent-
ed the first automotive jack in 1899. Weaver also produced 
jack stands, automotive lifts, brake testers, alignment testers, 

and their well-known “Weaver Tire Changer." The Weaver Tire 
Changer greatly reduced the amount of time it took to change 
a tire. Tire changes now took five minutes instead of hours! 

Gailard and Ira first got their start in the newly invented  
towing industry by first inventing and patenting the Weaver 
Auto Ambulance in 1915. This tow truck utilized a device that 
positioned itself under the front or rear axle of a broken down 
or wrecked automobile and pulled the disabled car back to 
the shop. Next they patented their version of a wrecker in 
1920. The Weaver Auto Crane was much different from the 
Holmes. They had one fixed hoisting boom with one winch. 
Theirs also could not tie off to something such as a tree on the 
driver’s side and winch the car out from the passenger side. 
Many shops liked them though because they were cheaper, 
lighter, and easier to operate.  

Left to right: A newspaper article from the Chattanooga Daily Times, October 3, 1916, 
details Ernest Holmes' racing exploits.  From left to right: Ashley Gardas, Ron Gardas Jr. 
(author), Katie Grindeland, Renee Gardas, Ron Gardas Sr. in front of the Holmes Wrecker at 
the international Towing and Recovery Museum in Chattanooga, Tennessee.
Below: The Ernest Holmes' Company Garage in an undated photo.
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Manley was a subsidiary of and produced by American Chain 
and Cable Company of York, Pennsylvania. During the early 
20th century, American Chain and Cable Company was the 
world’s largest manufacturer of chain and cable. Because of 
American Chain and Cable’s size and main business dealings,  
a leap into the towing industry only seemed logical. Interest-
ingly Manley’s early beginnings are much of a mystery. What 
we do know is that Manley's wrecker was patented in 1923. 
They had much of the same idea of Weaver with one hoist 
and a single hand crank winch. Both units were outfttted with 
chain going to the winch instead of cable.  

This was a costly mistake by both Weaver and Manley as chain 
was heavier and harder to work with. Even though the Manley 
wrecker was patented in 1923, they were manufacturing 
wreckers before then. Some units have been found with  
casting numbers as early as 1915-1916, the same time as 
Ernest Holmes. Like Manley, American Chain and Cable also 
owned Weed Tire Chain. Not many people can say that they 
had a chance to work on the Manhattan Project, but American 
Chain and Cable was one of them. They crimped the uranium 
rods that went into the nuclear reactor.  

Many new tow truck manufacturing companies were  
started after Ernest Holmes. None had the staying power of 
Holmes and they all eventually went out of business. The 
original Holmes tow truck is still in existence to this day. It was 
bought by Dick Pellow from the Holmes family then restored 
to its former glory by Dick and his son Roddy. The truck 
has also graced the cover of the Horseless Carriage Gazette 

(July-August 2005). It is now owned by two of Dick’s children 
(both HCCA members) and is on display at the International 
Towing and Recovery Hall of Fame and Museum in Chattanoo-
ga, Tennessee. The Holmes wrecker is spending its life now 
just like it started—looking over the mountain roads of  
Chattanooga just a few miles from the Holmes original factory 
and the birthplace of the tow truck.  

Sources: 

Fromson, Daniel. "The Secret Lives of Tow Trucks: History of  
 Overlooked Industry." The Atlantic. May 23, 2011.

Geist, Bill. Way Off the Road: Discovering the Charms of Way  
 Off Small Town America. New York City, Broadway  
 Books. 2008.

Hinckley, James and Jon G. Robinson. The Big Book of Car 
 Culture: The Armchair Guide of Automotive  
 Americana. Minneapolis, Motorbooks. 2005.

International Towing and Recovery Hall of Fame. Chattanooga,   
 Tennessee.

No author. "Weaver Tire Changer." Motor Record. April 1917.  
 Page 57.

No author. "A Tire Shop Is No Better Than Its Equipment." The 
 Commercial Vehicle. October 15, 1920. Page 185.
 
(Photos and images courtesy of Ron Gardas Jr. and Tracy Lesher)

Left to right: The April 1917 issue of the Motor Record details the Weaver Tire Changer. The Weaver Tire U.S. Patent diagram from June 1, 1920.
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You will need the following— 

1. Three sheets of 3/8-inch bending 
plywood (also known as wacky 
wood). It's bendable in the long 
way or in the short way. As  
expected, you will need it to bend 
the long way. 

2. Waterproof glue.  
3. Lots and lots of clamps. 
4. A lot of 1x1x3 ft stair balusters.

Start by laying out and cutting out  
the seat bottom shape on a sheet of 
¾" plywood, remembering that the 
pattern should be 2 1/4 inches shorter 
and 1 1/8 inches narrower than the  
actual seat bottom since the built up 
seat will be attached around the  
outside of the seat bottom. Next lay 
out and cut another board the same 
shape but longer and wider to match 
the seat shape as it angles out halfway 
up the height of the seat and bore 
2" diameter holes in both boards as 
shown in photo 1. These holes are for 
clamping.   

Next cut some of the stair balusters to 
a length that is 1 1/2 inches shorter than 
half way up the seat at an angle so the 
front edges of the seat boards lineup. 
The angle cut on the balusters will be 
the same on both ends. Make enough 
balusters to go around the perimeter 
of the seat about five inches apart. 
Attach the seat boards together with 
screws using the baluster as in photo 1. 
Mark the center line on this setup.

So, You Have a Missing Seat?So, You Have a Missing Seat?
No Problem, No Problem, 
Just Make a New One. Just Make a New One. 

By Skip Carpenter

Photo 1: The built-up seat pattern.

Photo 2: The paper pattern wrapped around the seat pattern.
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Wrap a piece of heavy craft paper 
around the seat pattern you have 
completed and cut it to the shape 
you want for the seat, plus two 
inches in length for trimming later. 
See photos 2 and 3.

Place the pattern on one of the 
sheets of plywood and trace around 
it. Cut it out and mark the center line. 
Wrap the plywood around the seat 
pattern, and clamp it in a few places 
so you can measure the total length 
around the outside of the plywood. 
Cut your paper pattern in two at the 
center line and extend its length to 
that measured around the plywood. 
Do the same thing to the third sheet 
of plywood extending its length. 
Mark the center line on each sheet  
of plywood.

Now comes what I think is the  
hardest part of the whole task. Lay 
down the longest sheet of plywood 
and spread a generous coat of glue 
it on. Lay down the second longest 
sheet and glue it. Lay down the third. 
Place the seat pattern on a bench 
as in photo 4. Place the buildup 
of plywood sheets on the pattern 
with the center lines matching up 
and start clamping from the center 
toward each end alternating left and 
right with the clamps. Use the extra 
balusters you have to hold the sheets 
together along the back. Let it dry 
and wipe off the excess glue. 

When dry (I like to leave it a couple 
of days) take it apart, cut the ends to 
the proper length, and smooth the 
edges. Make the real seat bottom 
(the same size as the pattern bottom 
board) and attach the bent up shape 
to it with glue and screws.

Apply the proper moldings, sand, 
seal, and paint. See photo 5.

(Photos by Skip Carpenter)

Photo 3: The paper pattern laid out flat.

Photo 4: The glued up plywood sandwich clamped around seat bottom pattern.

Photo 5: The finished seat.
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Ah, the good old days. No internet, no Wi-Fi, no cell phones. 
Just you and your friends and family. The 20th century.

Or maybe the present day in Syria, Virginia, the central hub of 
the 2022 Eastern Steam Tour. The stock markets, crime, plague, 
and cataclysms could all wait until the next week when we 
returned home. That week we were in Syria was the most 
beautiful place I've had the pleasure of staying in many a  
year, and we were going to do without any modern communi-
cation. (Actually, they did have a kind of 'hit or miss' internet, 
to be honest.)

Our Tour Director, Alex Joyce, picked a winner for our modified 
progressive tour of the Virginia countryside. A veritable 
Appalachian Berchtesgaden. Beautiful swift-running streams 
and rolling hills were just perfect for steam automobiles. The 
most fun was being able to siphon our water tanks full from 
the many streams. Syria was named by some individual at the 
U.S. Post Office a long time ago—pulling the name out of the 
Bible. (I don't think anyone who had ever been to Syria in Asia 
Minor would see a similarity to this verdant gem of a place.)

There were 27 cars and 59 tourists in Syria–24 Stanley Steam 
Cars and 3 White Steam Cars.

SteamingSteaming
Around SyriaAround Syria 

By Michael Zerega

White and Stanley Steamers lined up at one of the tour stops.

Herb and Sheila de la Porte's 1909 Stanley  Model R.
(Photo by Herb de la Porte)
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The tour began on a Monday in Syria at the Graves Mountain 
Lodge, home of an annual music festival and apple harvest 
festival, and progressed to Montpelier, President James  
Madison's abode in Orange, Virginia. Along the way we visited 
many charming villages, and we lunched with Gill and Robin 
Roberts at the Somerset Steam and Gas Engine Association 
grounds. The capper on a lovely day was Gaar Mountain Road, 
which was a roller coaster ride on a barely hard-packed  
two-lane road that ended at a ford. Wonderful.  

That night Wendy Gross, Mitch's wife, held an all-hands 
steam trivia contest that was really fun and really hard (I only 
knew one answer for certain). She really put in the effort and 
research.  

Day two found us fired up and headed to Luray with our 'hobo 
bags' tucked into the back of the car. The big event of the day 

was a chug up the Blue Ridge Mountains to the 
Skyline Drive. We started at 600 feet and climbed 
to 1,755 over seven miles of winding road. The 
payoff was the beautiful vistas from the top of the 
ridge looking down into the valley as we drove 
many miles along the Skyline Drive. Coming  
down was done thoughtfully without any serious 
difficulty. The most imperative things were to 
keep your boiler topped off and your brakes cool.  

The destination for Tuesday was the Mimslyn 
Inn in Luray. This historic hotel is the pearl of the 
Shenandoah Valley, built in a majestic Corinthian 
style and Flemish bond brick—with service to 
match its august appearance. I want to live there.

Wednesday was a short driving day finding the 
tour at the Luray Caverns and its several museums. 
One is the Car and Carriage Caravan Museum,  
a remarkable collection that takes the visitor 
from carriages suspended on leather straps up 
through the Conestoga wagon to the 1940s.  
I found the 1-cylinder Speedwell and the 1892 
Benz particularly interesting, as well as a couple 
of lone survivors and a Mercedes Benz SSK. The 
Graves brothers and a sister operate the caverns, 
and they have made a concerted effort to put the 
collection in good shape and arrange it in an  
interesting and informative way.

Thursday had us leaving Luray for Syria, starting 
with another 1,800-foot hill climb on our way to 
Fort Valley, Front Royal for lunch, Washington, and 
Sperryville before the end of our trek. On our way 
it was more beautiful countryside and siphoning 
out of the many streams (which never gets old). 
We drove around the Smithsonian Biological 
Preserve (where they're regrowing dinosaurs—  
or so I heard) and the George Washington Nation-
al Forest. In Washington, Virginia, you could smell 
the money, and it's where I had the best cup of  
coffee in the last three months. Even my son, 
 a noted coffee snob, thought it was good.

Friday threatened rain so only four cars rallied on the last day, 
and I'm happy to say I was one because it ended up being 
a beautiful day. I won't leave in the rain, but if it isn't raining 
when I leave, I'm touring. We went to Culpeper to visit the  
Clore Furniture manufactory, which is still hand making fur-
niture. We finished up at the Copper Fox Distillery for a taste 
before heading home. The rain never came.

All steam tours begin with a firing-up banquet and end with 
a blow-down dinner. This steam tour was no exception, as we 
said goodbye to Syria and hello to Wi-Fi and the internet.

(Photos courtesy of Michael Zerega)

A thirsty steam car is always on the lookout for water! Bo and Jamie Kirkpatrick siphon 
from a creek. (Photo by Herb de la Porte)

Herb and Sheila de la Porte's Stanley fords a stream.
(Photo by Herb de la Porte)



 

  
April 16–19 in Beautiful Visalia, California 

Arrive early and attend the  t 

General Membership Meeting - Monday 

For more information and 
registration visit hcca.org or 
contact Don Azevedo: 

 

 

2023hccanationaltour@gmail.com   

Sponsored by the Tulare County, Salinas Valley & Bay Area HCCA Regional Groups 

‘Cars & Parts Jamboree’ 
A “Bakersfield” style Swap Meet 

with fun for the whole family!! 
For Swap Meet info & registration contact 

April 13 -15        Tulare County Fairgrounds 

pre-war Swap Meet: 
 

Bill Bennett: (559) 967-0112 

(925) 301-5315 

. 
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EXPERIENCE   PRECISION   QUALITY

At Gatsby Autoworx, we pride ourselves on exceptional quality. From the initial concept to the 
final product, we provide a full-service concierge for antique auto restorations. We also  

fabricate and manufacture rare antique auto parts using the latest technology.  
 

Our attention to detail is second to none. In an ever evolving industry, Gatsby Autoworx has 
set the bar for innovation and customer satisfaction. 

 
Contact us today and we will restore, service, repair and maintain your vintage automobile to 

the highest standardsin the industry, while giving you the individual attention you deserve. 
 

Gatsby Autoworx 
4764 Cobb Road 
Liberty NC 27298 
(336) 516-7009 

Gatsbyautoworx@gmail.com

2022 Copyright Hyman Ltd · St. Louis, Missouri

hymanltd.com  //  +1 (314) 524-6000
SOLD  1905 COLUMBIA MARK XXXV BROUGHAM

Agility
Simply put, we make things happen

 Give us a good car and we’ll get you a great result
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We Remake 
History
Our History Will Record...
Decades of winning restoraaons.
Meaculous craasmanship.
Fully detailed research and documentaaon. 
EExcellent turn-around ame.

Celebrating 35 Years of Classic Standards for Every Era.

© 2019 Robinson Restorations

Phone: 610-489-1716 
www.robinsonrestorations.net

Both full and paraal restoraaons. 
Comprehensive general service. 
Three generaaons in restoraaon.

Ask For Our References. 
We’ll gladly apply our standards 
of excellence for you.
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Parts for Sale

Frame 1915-23 Chevrolet 
6-cylinder. Series C, Model 490. 
Speedster.
Asking: $500.00 OBO
Contact: Scot Kohler 
Phone: 209-297-1946 or 209-754-0737

Looking for Model T French Front 
1904 Oldsmobile VCC dated or 
enough provenance to get dated  
will pay cash.
Contact: Sheldon Marne 
Phone: 828-243-0709 (cell)
828-891-2986 (home)
Email: sheldonmarne@outlook.com

Cars Wanted                                                            

Cars for Sale                                                 

1925 Ford Model T Coupe
Must sell. Very nice with lots of extras. 
Drove all over St. Louis every chance 
owner got before his passing.  
New spokes, bow tie front bumper,  
drum headlights, Klaxon horn, turn  
signals, and brake light. Safety glass.
Contact: William T. Rhodes
Phone: 314-481-0087

1908 Buick Model 10 Roadster 
Four-cylinder, original and unrestored 
auto in excellent condition. Engine 
free, original demountable wheels in 
nice condition. Restore or get running 
and use as is. Email for additional 
pictures.
Asking: $18,500.00
Contact: George Kaforski, 
Phone or text: 630-337-0790 
Email: whitesteamer@gmail.com  

1910 Oakland Model 25 Touring
Rare 30 hp. Tours well. Thorough  
restoration of a solid original car. 
Many brass accessories including  
front bumper, spare tire mounts, clock,  
robe and foot rails, side curtains, and  
running board tool box. Original 
catalog, parts list, owner’s instruction 
book, and spare carburetor.
Asking: $77,500.00
Contact: Bill Evenden
Phone: 561-585-0160
Email: evenden44@comcast.net

1920 Ford Model T Center Door 
New black paint. All new safety glass 
and new upholstery. Low miles.
Contact: Ronald Jacobson
Phone: 209-745-1491

1940 Ford Deluxe V-8 Coupe
Excellent paint, interior, exceptionally 
maintained with provenance.  
Thoughtfully upgraded for driving, 
touring, showing. Nothing needed; all is 
done. Photos and videos online–just ask 
for links. For details, call or email. 
Asking: $47,000.00
Contact: Jay Miller
Phone: 401-253-7376
Email: OldCarHobbyist@gmail.com

1910 Maxwell AA 2-Cylinder 
Runabout Rebuilt and well-main-
tained. Has electric starter, generator, 
all the brass, plus speedometer, clock, 
and mirrors. Clear title.
Asking: $36,500.00
Contact: Jim Laumeyer
Phone: 320-393-2797
Email: jlaumeyer@jetup.net

1915 Maxwell Roadster
Assembly required. Complete drive 
train built, wheels like new, wood for 
patterns. Engine # 33388. New wheel 
bearings.
Contact: David Moore
Phone: 651-748-9207
Email: dintymoore49@aol.com

1911 Overland Toy Tonneau Model 
49 This reliable, sweet running car is 
completely restored and has every 
conceivable brass car feature. 30-hp, 
run on many tours, easy to crank start, 
includes side and gypsy curtains.  
She is ready to tour.
Asking: $30,000.00
Contact: Richard Knies 
Phone: 516-365-9029
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1911 Mitchell
Need body or body parts and  
steering column.
Contact: P. Forsyth
Phone: 410-934-9364

Parts Wanted                                                            

1913 & 1914 Apperson Jackrabbits 
Seeking parts and any information  
related to these automobiles. 
Contact: Steve Woolridge 
Email: steveocn@123mail.org

Fooey Face accessory tail light. 
Wig Wag tail light. FORD script 
carbide headlamps. IHC script 
carbide headlamps. CT Ham Comet 
sidelamps. Maxwell No. 4 tail lamp.  
Maxwell No 34 headlamps. Woodlite 
headlights. WOODLITE headlamps. 
E&J Type 20 football shaped electric 
headlights. Boa Constrictor snake 
horn.  
Contact: Arnold Levin
Phone/fax: 847-564-2893
Email: mech999@flash.net

LED “Blinkie Lights” Red 
4 AA battery powered (24-hour run), 
magnetic, constant or blinking, 1/4-mile 
visibility. Sales helping to finance our 
Model T project.  
Cost: $24.00 (includes shipping) 
Contact: Augie or Jack Lesher 
Phone: 610-639-1977 (Dad's #) 
Email: jeff.lesher@outlook.com
Or, mail payment to:  
475 West Route 897 
Reinholds, PA 17569 

Pole runningboard mount 
searchlamp. Large Vesta drum fire 
truck searchlamp. Pair CDO Neverout 
sidelamps & horn. Solar 29F rectangu-
lar carbide generator. 1927 Chevrolet 
Quota Trophy mascot. Dictograph  
limousine intercom. Old Sol Headlamp 
w/Prestolite tank off early Indian,  
Harley motorcycle. Pair Gray Davis 
Stevens Duryea headlamps. Pair  
Maxwell No. 10 sidelamps.  
Contact: Arnold Levin
Phone/fax: 847-564-2893
Email: mech999@flash.net

1913 REO The Fifth Parts
Mainly engine parts. Also looking for 
general information about the car, 
particularly the original carburetor.
Contact: Ben Addor
Phone: 706-964-4432

Phare Bleriot Brass Headlight
#3468 6 1/2" Diameter. Phare solar Model 
27A Headlight 5 ¾" lens. Salisbury Flare 
headlight 5" lens.
Contact: Sheldon Marne 
Phone: 828-243-0709 (cell)
828-891-2986 (home)
Email: sheldonmarne@outlook.com

Motometers
I want to buy your broken,  
mistreated, deteriorated, not working 
motometers. I am 87 years old and 
can no longer work on a car.  
Motometers give me enjoyable time 
in the shop. Have the skills and tools 
needed to do a good job restoring 
them. My wish is to buy and restore 
them so they can be added to my 
collection.
Contact: Bill Tabor
Phone: 314-391-4277
Email: wiretwister_1@yahoo.com

Center Ring for 1913 Ford Model T 
Speedster
Contact: Garry Wulstein
Email: garrywulstein@gmail.com

1905 REO Model B
Need steering parts, water pump, 
any rear brake and linkage parts,  
and rear hub.
Contact: P. Forsyth 
Phone: 410-934-9364

Miscellaneous
A.L.A.M. 1907 and 1910; A.B.T. 
1913; N.A.C.C. 1916 to 1920;  
Handbooks, Directories, Pamphlets, 
Brochures of gasoline automobiles, 
original or reprint. Motors  
1908 original. 
Contact: Clyde W. Stevens
Phone: 801-808-8811
Email: clydewstevens@hotmail.com

Keysor Automobile WorksKeysor Automobile Works
Specializing in early automobile restoration, repair, 

and maintenance

• A full-service restoration shop for your brass-era automobile
• Complete preparation to fit your car show and touring needs
• Starter installation, machining, mechanical restoration
• Wood body repair and paint refinishing
• Enclosed transport available

Call today for an appointment 
Phone 315-893-7483   

www.keysorautomobileworks.com

Jeffrey A. Keysor
Keysor Automobile Works
5893 State Route 20
Bouckville, NY 13310
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Specialising in Brass 
era radiator cores and 
radiator restorations for 
cars or planes.

www.replicore.co.nz
nick@replicore.co.nz
Ph: 64 9 436 5734
48 Franklin Road, RD1, 
Whangarei, 0192, NZ

Working with old radiators 
since 1976

NEW ZEALAND

Calimer’s Wheel Shop
39 Years of Experience!

30 East North St.
Waynesboro, PA 17268
Phone 717•762•5056

Email: wdcalimer@pa.net   •   www.calimerswheelshop.com

Custom built wooden wheels for 
antique autos using your metal 
parts.  Steel and wood felloe 

wheels reproduced using 
kiln dried hickory.

Hershey spaces CI 59-62

Joval Machine Company, Inc.
Formerly LAB THREADS AND GEAR WORKS, INC.

Precision Reproduction Parts for Antique Automobiles

515 Main Street, Yalesville, CT 06492
Jerry Chase, President

(203) 284-0082

Spur & Worm Gears
Internal/External Splines

Broaching, Hobbing, Shaping

Brass-Era 
Cars

Our Speciality

www.jovalmachine.com

Hildebran Designs, Inc.

With over 40 years of experience in the  
investment casting industry we are here to help 
you reproduce your classic car parts in Silicon 
Bronze or Yellow Brass. Using the lost wax solid 
mold process, enables us to obtain fine detail.  

Contact John Hildebran at 207-935-3729  
We are located at 386 Center Conway Road in 

Brownfield, Maine 04010  

www.hildebrandesigns.com

Reliving History with 
Automotive Memorabilia

AutoMobilia
USA PRINT SUBSCRIPTION: 6 issues $36 or 12 issues $59 

Canada 6 for $56 or 12 for $96  •  UK 6 for $70 or 12 for $123  •  Rest of World 6 for $92 or 12 for $149

ANNUAL “DIGITAL FLIP” SUBSCRIPTION INCLUDING ACCESS TO 8 BACK ISSUES $29

AutoMobiliaResource.com
AutoMobiliaResource@gmail.com • Subs Line 224-558-8955

OFFICE: 954-579-5280 • 1217 CAPE CORAL PKWY. E., #178, CAPE CORAL, FL 33904, USA

Automobilia and petroliana
industry professionals write 
about history, current values, 
and the sheer joy of collecting!

Includes detailed auction 
reports, industry news, and 
up-to-date automobilia event 
and auction calendars.

Printing 6x annually with 
quality photography and 
graphics on beautiful 
high-end paper stock.

The perfect magazine 
for automobilia collectors 
and enthusiasts!
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SPEAK TO A TIRE PRO OR SHOP ONLINE!

SCAN WITH PHONE CAMERA 

SHOP OUR SITE NOW! 

Get Ready To Tour! 

1-877-217-4306  UNIVERSALTIRE.COM

With Tires, Wheels, Rims & More From Universal Tire

Gary Martin    Des Moines, Iowa
785-906-0125

• Early convertible tops made
• Hand-stuffed hair tufting
• Complete hand-crafted interiors

www.goldfieldtrim.com

AUTHENTIC TIRES FOR YOUR HORSELESS CARRIAGE
At Coker Tire, We Manufacture Our Tires with True Vintage Design And Modern Materials To Give Your 
Brass Car The Right Look And Ride. We offer Firestone, BF Goodrich, Coker Classic, Excelsior And More!

SPEAK TO AN EXPERT 866-265-3303    SHOP ONLINE AT COKERTIRE.COM
SCAN THIS CODE 

SHOP ONLINE NOW! 

BRASS
HARDWARE
TOO!
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www.leatherplates.com  360-661-6060

Joe Swann
350 Forest Drive

New Oxford, PA 17350
717-968-4717

              33rd Annual National 

 CHICKASHA
Pre-War Swap Meet

“Where the East Meets the West”

Friday & Saturday - March 17 & 18, 2023
Susie or Mike Ersland 405-224-9090

PO Box 562 • Chickasha, OK 73023
www.pwsm.com

90+ Vendors • 21,000 Sq. Ft. Open 
Daily 10-5 • Closed Tuesdays 

earlyowego.com
Exit 64 off I-86    607-223-4723

Jim and Cornelia Mead, Owners
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REGIONAL GROUPS 
ARIZONA

Valley of the Sun
 Dave Recker, 623-486-2521
 in2antiques@cox.net 

CALIFORNIA
Bay Area
 Mark Cerruti, 925-639-9770  
 cerrutidesign@comcast.net
El Dorado
 Jeff Malka, 916-757-5779
 2malka@comcast.net
La Jolla
 Gil Klecan, 619-295-8000
 gilklecan@hotmail.com
Northern California
 David Pava, 530-667-2923 
 david@pava.com
Orange Empire
 Larry Hansen, 562-229-1870
 DTHEGRINCH@aol.com
Redding Shasta-Cascade
 Tiger Michiels, 530-524-8578
 tigermichiels@gmail.com 
Salinas Valley
 Jim Skillicorn, 831-455-5105
 hcca.salinasvalley@gmail.com
San Diego
 Newell Booth, 619-287-3840
 newellbooth@gmail.com
Santa Clara Valley
 Tony Wollesen, 408-264-2444
 aawollesen@gmail.com
Santa Cruz
 Todd Manoff, 831-423-7877
 toddmanoff@gmail.com
Santa Rosa
 Stan Ramondo, 707-246-8951 
 sramondo@sbcglobal.net
Sonora
 Larry Sidmore, 209-533-9207
 landj@mlode.com
South Bay Vintage Touring Club 

     Marie Willette, 209-368-1962  
     lodiwillette@hotmail.com

Southern California 
    Jim Diener, 626-398-1875 
     donnajim85@att.net

Temecula
 Beatrice Guinn, 714-779-5438
 jim@guinnbands.org
Tulare County
 Gary Meling, 559-280-8393
 jmeling@aol.com

 
COLORADO

Colorado
 Mark Kissel, 303-396-9308
 mark.a.kissel@gmail.com
Columbine
                 Robert W. Troendly, 970-667-7708 
 darracq@q.com 
 
             CONNECTICUT
Fairfield County
 Shenton King, 203-455-4387
 bulbhorn@yahoo.com 
Nutmeg
 Stewart Laidlaw, 230-664-1322 
 stu@stulaidlaw.com 

FLORIDA
Florida
 Alex Huppé, 207-249-8592
 alexhuppe@aol.com
Slow Spokes of Manasota
 Marge Hall, 724-816-0377
 marges53@embarqmail.com

 
GEORGIA

Atlanta
 Kenneth N. Wright, 770-431-3881
 knwright@bellsouth.net

NORTH DAKOTA
Fargo Red River Valley
 Richard Cossette, 701-361-9545 
 RichardC@TRSIndustries.com 
  
  OHIO
Hardscrabble Regional Group of Medina County
 Jerry Martin, 757-678-2335
 knbmar@gmail.com 
                
                OKLAHOMA
Sooner
 David Ruedy, 405-640-1607 
 druedy@cox.net
  
  OREGON
Eugene
 Darrin Lajoie, 541-686-6233  
 duckdarrin@gmail.com 
Medford 
 Dale Kemmerer, 541-773-9515   
 pre15dale@hotmail.com
Oregon Pioneer
 Robert Farwell, 503-363-2619 
 woodspokes@aol.com
Portland
 Garie Zordich, 503-663-0115
 Graygoosefarm@comcast.net

 
PENNSYLVANIA

Old Time Touring Club
 Shawn Achtel, 908-420-0080 
 sachteldvm@yahoo.com
Susquehanna  Valley
 Jeff Lesher, 610-639-1977 
 jeff.lesher@outlook.com 
Tri-State 
 Al Terek, 724-321-1702 
 alantere@zoominternet.net

SOUTH DAKOTA
Sioux Falls
 Larry Snuttjer, 605-351-5385 
 larrysnuttjer@sio.midco.net

TEXAS
North Texas
 Mickey Roberts, 903-873-4372 
 Mickeyroberts490@gmail.com 

                                           UTAH 
Utah 
 Bruce Boggess, 801-255-7473
 bruce.boggess@hotmail.com

WASHINGTON
Olympia
 John Deshaye, 360-867-1180
 DESHAYE@comcast.net
Seattle-Tacoma
 Andrew Fuller,  360-961-1706 
 a64f@hotmail.com 
Skagit-Snohomish
 Harold Musolf III, 206-601-9229 
 brassman@nwlink.com 

WISCONSIN
Fox River Valley
 Larry McGray, 920-834-4447 
 larry@antique-automotive.com 
Southern Wisconsin
 Thomas Edfors, 920-648-3067  
 brasscars@charter.net

 

AUSTRALIA
South Eastern Australia
 Russell Holden, 61 422 219 911
 russell@oldworldlamps.net

 
CANADA

Southern Ontario
 Ray Hayhurst, 705-323-3973
 r.hayhurst@sympatico.ca
Vancouver
 Peter Findlay, 604-436-4547 
 pfindlay@duetsoftware.ca

IDAHO
Southwest Idaho
 Rob Williams, 208-761-1739
 rewill00@msn.com

 
ILLINOIS

Chicagoland
 Al Moody, 847-847-6519
 almoody@ameritech.net 
 
                      KANSAS
Wichita
 Charles Winter, 316-208-3012 
 cwinter3@cox.net
  

KENTUCKY
Bluegrass
 Jeff Nicely, 859-652-3499
 JEF9901@aol.com

MARYLAND
Central Maryland
 Jim Lyons, 301-491-8066 
 jlyons111@hotmail.com

         MASSACHUSETTS
Autoneers
 Don Rising, 978-897-2466
 don.mdrising@comcast.net

MICHIGAN
Midwest Brass and Gas
 Margaret Melville, 810-629-1933
 melvillemk@gmail.com 
Southern Michigan Motorist
 Chuck Sharpe, 248-889-6363
 chaztmi@aol.com
West Michigan
 Rosebud Badour-Jacobs, 
 616-706-1600
    rosebud49301@gmail.com

MINNESOTA
Twin Cities
 Dean Dorholt, 612-803-0836 
 deandorholt@frontier.net
 
                  MISSOURI
Kansas City
 Ed Hampton, 913-856-8396
   sh5150@sprintmail.com
Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri
 Larry Hassel, 636-484-0227

NEBRASKA
Omaha
 Tom Van Meeteren, 402-359-5762
     tsvanmeet@gmail.com

NEVADA
Nevada Linda Abrahmson, 775-267-3086
 als25pa@gmail.com

NEW JERSEY
North Jersey
 Ed Bitten, 973-853-7669
 ed@northjerseytransmission.com

NEW YORK
Finger Lakes
 Roger Garnett, 607-227-5648 
 rwgarnett@gmail.com
Long Island
 Robert Coiro, 631-499-0404
 jugflyer@aol.com
Rochester
 Steve Heald, 585-703-2669 
 seheald@gmail.com 

NORTH CAROLINA
North Carolina
 Natalie Weaver, 252-827-4027
 missnatte@embarqmail.com
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REGISTERS                            Please note that while every effort is made to insure accuracy, neither the 
Horseless Carriage Gazette staff nor the Horseless Carriage Club may be held 
accountable for unclear or misleading statements. In the event of error, our 
responsibility does not extend beyond publishing a corrected insertion.

Classified Ads
1.  The members’ classified ad section is limited to the exchange of   
     specific pre-1942 automotive and hobby-related items. Please list exactly  
     what you are looking for. Products or services offered on a regular 
     business basis are considered commercial and must use display 
     advertising rates.
2.  Members requiring ads longer than 50 words, or who require logos or 
       extra space, must use display advertising rates.
3.   A member may run one free “for sale” ad and one free “wanted” ad per 
      issue. (please give your membership number). Classified ads are accepted
      for one insertion only.
4.  One photograph per classified can be included for $20 but will not be    
      returned without a stamped,  self-addressed envelope. Print your name 
     and address on the back of each photo. Please note the photographs               
     can also be sent by email. (Photocopies of photographs are not  
     acceptable no matter how they are received.
5.  HCCA Regional Groups and Affiliated Registries are  entitled up to 1/2 page 
      of free advertising for their brass era touring event per annum. Nationally  
      sponsored events are eligible for one full-page of advertising for their brass  
      era touring event per annum.
6.   For non-members, the cost of a 50 word ad is $20. 
7.   Type or print clearly (name and address or included in the 50 word limit).
8.    Mail to: Classified Ads, Horseless Carriage Gazette, 
       3109 Fish Canyon Rd., Duarte, CA 91010-1506 
9.    Advertisements will be placed in the next available issue.
10.  Ads must include the name of the member and an address or telephone  
         number.
11.  Please note: the word “original” means unrestored, as the factory manufactured 
        the vehicle. A vehicle can only be original once. “Authentic” means stock or  
        unmodified.
12.  All prices mentioned are assumed to be “plus shipping”  and common  
        courtesy among members would be for  buyers to send a self-addressed 
        stamped envelope for information. These do not need to be spelled out 
        in each classified ad.
13.  If sending an email response, mention the name of the car or part in the 
        subject line. Send your email to editor@hcca.org.

Display Ads
Price per Issue

$ 1500 Inside front cover                    8.5” x 11” + .125” bleeds
$ 1200 Inside back cover                    8.5” x 11” + .125” bleeds
$ 1000 Full page - color                    8.5” x 11” + .125” bleeds
$   600 Full page - b/w                    8.5” x 11” + .125” bleeds
$   550 Half Page - color                    7.5” x 4.75” or 3.5625” x 9.75”
$   330 Half page - b/w                    7.5” x 4.75” or 3.5625” x 9.75”
$   250 Third page                                         7.5” x 3” or 2.3125” x 9.75”
$   200 Quarter page                    3.5625” x 4.75”
$   100 Eighth page                    3.5625” x 2.1875” or 2.3125” x 3.25”
$     80 Tenth page                    3.5625 x 1.625” or 2.3125” x 2.75”
$     50 per 3.5625” wide column inch (21.5 picas)
$     35 per 2.3125” wide column inch (14 picas)

Advertising Deadlines:
       January-February…………………………………………….December 1
       March--April……………………………….…………………...February 1
       May-June…………………….……………………………….……..April 1
       July-August……………………………….……………….………..June 1
       September-October……………………………..………………August 1
       November-December……….……………………...…………...October 1

Notice: Advertising limited to products or services clearly related to the needs of 
historical vehicle owners, historians, and accessory collectors. Address all inquires 
and send display ad copy to:

Horseless Carriage Gazette 
3109 Fish Canyon Rd.

Duarte, CA 91010-1506 
office@hcca.org

If possible, please provide ads electronically by email or CD, PDF, JPG, TIFF (300+ 
dpi), EPS accepted. Copy must fit within both dimensions. No choice of position. 
Please supply logos as EPS. Photographs should be 300+ dpi JPG or TIFF. The editor 
reserves the right to clean up the copy to Horseless Carriage Gazette standards. • Six 
for five rate available for the same ad in consecutive issues if paid in advance.

AFFILIATED REGISTERS 

Antique Electric Car Register
 Gregg Lange, 989-792-2840 
 glange0@charter.net
Antique Steam Touring Club
 Donald Eckel, Sr., 908-223-1273
 deckelsr@gmail.com
Cadillac Single-Cylinder
 To be determined
Chalmers/Chalmers Detroit Register
 Prewitt Scripps, 540-255-8551 
 prew62@icloud.com
Circle South Touring Register
 Alex Joyce, 629-888-7654 
 A.37205@gmail.com
Cole Motor Car Registry
 Kevin Fleck, 269-830-6174
     kfleck@outlook.com
 www.colemotorcarregistry.com 
EMF Register
 John M. Daly, 815-786-4824  

emf-owner@sbcglobal.net
Great Plains Brass Touring Register
 Chris Paulsen, 316-648-7887 
 cp7254@hotmail.com
High Wheel Motor Buggy Register
 Brady Mann, 309-692-7240 
 bradymann@du-mont.com
KISS 1- & 2-Cylinder Register
 Don G. Poffenroth, 509-326-1956 
 dgpoff@comcast.net
Maxwell-Briscoe Motor Club Affiliated Register
 Erin Hylen, 320-260-7663 

 modeltmedic@gmail.com
Mississippi Valley Brass Touring Club
 Steven Williams, 636-575-1469
 steven1912@charter.net
Nickel-Era Touring Register
 John Manifor, 562-697-2075 
 manifor@aol.com
Prewar Buick Register
 Mark Shaw, 360-356-6761
 durcodude@comcast.net
Pullman Owners Register
 Don Barlup, 717-877-4766
 1914pullman@aol.com
Rambler & Jeffery Register
 Ed Grace, 724-869-1309 
 eg1904@yahoo.com
Saxon Register
 Alex Huppé, 207-249-8592 
 alexhuppe@aol.com
Schacht Register
 Ron VanDerMeid, 585-703-9193
 rrvan@frontiernet.net
Sears Register
 John M. Daly, 815-786-4824 
 emf-owner@sbcglobal.net
Single-Cylinder Touring Register
 Bill Ottemann, 760-728-4696 
 theottemanns@gmail.com
The 1903-’09 Early Ford Register
 Dave Dunlavy, 563-387-3736
 ddavedunlavy@gmail.com 
Velie Register
 John Nikodym, 402-746-2248 
 nikrcne@gpcom.net
Western Gaslight 1- & 2-Cyl Touring Register
 Tony Wollesen, 408-264-2444
 aawollesen@gmail.com
White Steam
 Henry Merkel, 440-463-0833
Wintons World Wide
 Mike Yeakel, 360-303-1045  
 winton222@hotmail.com



Rob Heyen and passenger Bruce Van Sloun in Rob's 
1907 Ford Model K Roadster during the BBC Tour in 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. (Photo by Tracy Lesher)

Hugo and Linda Vermuelen's 1907 Ford Model K Touring  
pictured at Joe and Betty Swann's property during the BBC 
Tour in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. (Photo by Tracy Lesher)
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         AUCTIONS & PRIVATE BROKERAGE        GOODINGCO.COM        310.899.1960         

OVER 200 LOTS OF AUTOMOBILIA
Including: 
RARELY SEEN ORIGINAL 
FACTORY POSTERS

ONLINE ONLY
OFFERING ON-SITE INSPECTIONS 
AND PERSONALIZED SERVICE 
ON A DIGITAL STAGE

CONTACT OUR SPECIALISTS 
TO LEARN MORE  
INQUIRY@GOODINGCO.COM

NOVEMBER 7– 18

BIDDING OPENS 
NOVEMBER 7

LOTS BEGIN CLOSING 
NOVEMBER 18

S:7.5"

S:9.75"

T:8.5"

T:11"

B:9"

B:11.75"




